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COMMANDER’S REPORT

Membership is still a top priority and our deadline for 100 % renewals is fast approaching! First of all
I want to thank everyone who has renewed, secondly | again urge everyone who is procrastinating to get
their renewals in promptly. As I have said before, “the various programs supported by this Post and the

Commander American Legion depend on your membership dues”. Many new members are continuing to come in;
DENNIS however, without 100 % renewals, we cannot continue to grow.
THOMPSON An American Legion Initiation Ceremony will be held at this month’s General Assembly on Sat.

March 8th. All Legionnaires, old and new, who have never been initiated, are welcome to come and take
part in this solemn ceremony.

How about the new venues of weekend entertainment here at Post 137! Gunslinger, Finders Keepers,
Ghost Radio, plus our favorites Vickie Lee and Peggy & Hoss have appeared since the New Year began. |
am hearing many favorable comments in this regard and am most pleased with the recent turnouts. If you
haven’t visited the Post for a while, come see what | am talking about. Our Entertainment Committee,

E; : under the guidance of 2" Vice Dan Grant is deserving of big kudos for their hard work and dedication.
Auxiliary President Thanks Guys!

JERIWEST Plans are underway for many new events this coming year. The Events Committee has been hard at
work planning fun-filled events for every month which everyone should enjoy. Please visit the Post
website at: www.americanlegion137.com, or take a look at the monthly Bugler for details. Planning is also
well underway for the Annual Police/Firemen’s Dinner on Sun. Apr.20", as well as the 2" Annual Post 137
Veterans Car Show on May 17", which is Armed Forces Day. These Post Community projects continue to
grow and | am very proud of the volunteers who make them happen. Watch for updates in the coming
months Bugler for further information.

Once again | ask all of our Legion Family to remember in your hearts and prayers our Veterans as well
S.A.L. Commander | as Servicemen and Servicewomen who have and continue to serve our Country during the global war on
WMFBILL" KELLY | terrorism. As all of you know, the jobs they are being asked to do are difficult and they are deserving of our
continued support.

Your continued support and participation in all of the weekly functions, such as Bingo, Darts, Karaoke,
Video Bowling and Sunday Breakfast is always welcome. Remember, “Enthusiasm is Contagious” means
much more than just words on a wall. By showing enthusiasm we can accomplish many good things for
Post 137 and the American Legion.

Chef de Gare
JOHN KELLEY For GOD and Country,

Dennis Thompson, Commander



1°"VICE REPORT:

On February 9, 2008, | was pleased to read in 32 new and
transferred members. We are now at 89.2% - 1415
members joined or renewed. Thanks to all who have
renewed and joined, but we are still 189 short of 100%.
Please talk to everyone that you come in contact with, ask
if they have renewed or know someone who might like to
join. This will help very much, THANKS FOR YOUR
SUPPORT.

For God and Country,

Eddie Dykes, 1* Vice Commander

2"° VICE REPORT:

Well “Tis tha top of tha morn’in to ya Lassies und
Laddies.” March is here und things arr a jumpin.

WOW! Have you heard some of the new
entertainment on Fridays and Saturdays? If not, pop in
and check them out. The Entertainment Committee is
always working to procure the best for you.

We had a Fine February. Our newest group to form,
“USMCCA,” finished off the leap year month with a
rumping Sadie Hawkins Day dinner and events. Folks
had a really a good time.

Mark your Calendar: Mon. BINGO, Tue. DARTS,
Wed. KARAOKE, Fri. DINNER & DANCING, Sat.
Dancing, Sun. BREAKFAST & SPORTS EVENTS on big
screen TV.

Watch out for the “wee people” this month -- They are
everywhere.

For GOD and Country
Dan Grant, 2™ Vice Commander

3%° VICE REPORT:

Happy March, everyone! On the 14th, Children and Youth
will host the Legion Steak Dinner. Thick rib eyes and all of
the fix in's. The Children’s Easter Party will be on Sunday,
the 16th of March. Food, fun, the Easter Bunny, egg hunt,
prizes! 2 PM till 4 PM. Don't forget the

Luau in April and the Second Annual Veterans Car Show
in May!!
For GOD and Country, Barry Congressi

4™ VICE REPORT:

The following dedicated members of Post 137 and
Voiture 304 participated in the Lake City V.A.V.S. visit on
January 25" Lewis & Ann Gray, Jack & Connie Manning,
Dale Prewitt, Joe & Patsy Kohten, Norman & Sandy
Gentry, Carl & Myra Jowers and Charles & Debra
Geisinger.

Thanks go out to Norman Gentry for calling Bingo.
We departed Post 137 at 4 pm and arrived in Lake City at
5 pm. We then had dinner at Ken's BBQ Restaurant.

We started BINGO at 7 pm. We were given credit for
25 patients.

Refreshments were served at the close of the Bingo
Games by Post 137 Auxiliary and Cabane 304, 40/8. We
gave out $100.00 in coupon books to the Bingo Winners.

The following is a breakdown of the money spent and
credits given to our organization.

Refreshments $68.0 -- $34.00 to Auxiliary
Unit 137 and $34.00 to Cabane 304, 8/40

Games & puzzles $150.00
Magazines & books $500.00
Playing cards $30.00

Sport Jackets
Wrist watches

$24.00 (2 each)
$24.00 (2 each)
Phone cards $2,250.00 (450 each)
Total credit given $3,152.00
Total hours: 65, Total miles: 1,573
Gas allowance ( 4 ) vehicles $ 80.00

Our next scheduled visit to Lake City V.A. Hospital will
be March 28, 2008. We depart Post 137 at 4 pm. If you
have Magazines, Books other items to donate, please
mark V.A.V.S. and drop them off at Post 137. We would
like for you to join us. IT IS UP TO US AS VETERANS,
TO TAKE CARE OF OUR OWN.
Yours in Service,
Lewis Gray, 4" Vice Commander

Wappy ST, PatRicks Day
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

MARCH JOB FAIRS: COME DRESSED FOR SUCCESS
March 6™ Recruit Military Career Fair 11am- 3pm Jacksonville Municipal Stadium
(home of the Jaguars) One Stadium Place...pre-register @ www.recruitmilitary.com
March 12™ Navy Tri-Base Job Fair 9 am-2 pm Morocco Shrine Center
3800 St Johns Bluff Road S. Jacksonville, Fl. Georgia Call 912-573-4520
Fl. Call Mayport 904-270-6600 ex.t 120 (or) NAS JAX 904-542-2766 ext. 130
THE SAVE THE HUNT FAMILY FUND IS NOW CLOSED
WWII VETERAN BILL LOMAX was presented with a memento of his service at the Landing on Normandy in France by
Howard Maas from the Veterans of Foreign Wars at the Legion Meeting on February 9™. Bill received a standing ovation
from the assembly.

We also learned that a young man by the name of Zack Dumstrof had made a nice box to hold flags that are brought to the
Post for proper disposal. THANK YOU ZACK.

Northern Area Oratorical Competitions were held on February 17". Two young men and a young lady competed for the
honor of moving on up to State competitions. Our congratulations to Cauleen Dolan for her work with the youth as the
Chairman and to Lauren Hlubny for securing the move up into State Competition.

BEANS, BULLETS and BAND-AIDS.... USMCCA , Marines and Boosters, have taken on a Project until June to help
raise funds for the “All Children’s Hospital” Building Fund. Their Goal.

BEANS, .Lite Suppers for Monday night Bingo............... raise funds

BULLETS, All proceeds go to the All Children’s Hospital... earmarked

BAND-AIDS, To raise as much funds as possible til June..... insure care for all children.

(If you see them about with their big jars have a heart and drop in a dollar.)

I would like to offer my appreciation to the following people who worked in and with the
FOUR CHAPLAIN’S CEREMONY. Bill Scott & John Kelley, Chaplain Gene Odom, Sylvia Gariepy & Grace McClung,
Beverly English & Byron Frederick, Sara Mackesy, Jackie Romano & Fred Bergman, Sandra Gentry, Marianne Odom,
Dan Grant & Joe Gray, Beverly Maeres & Ann Gray, Ashley Lane, Cmdr Dennis Thompson, Soloist: Pastor Charles
Hilliard, Barry Congressi & Nola Marcantel, Taps: Norman Gentry, Sgt.at Arms: Bob McVeigh, Post 137 Color Guard:
J.J. O’Brien, Harvey Finn, Bob Meyers, Dale Prewitt, Carl & Myra Jowers, Norman Gentry & Lewis Gray (whom I left
out of the program as | thought he would be home sleeping.) | am sorry for that oversight Lewis. Readers: Emory Austin,
Eddie Dykes, John English, Dennis Glisson, Ron Henningfeld and Bob McVeigh, Bill Kelly refreshments. My very
sincere “Thank You” to each and everyone for your dedication to this program and the production of the Ceremony.
Chaplain Nora Marcantel.
GET WELL WISHES to Barbara Miles, Emory Austin, Jackie Romano & Joyce Barmer.
You are all missed very much
Our Sympathy to Debbie Royston at the passing of her
Beloved Mother, Etta JoOAnn Royston.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all the folks born February 20"™-March 20™. “Pisces the Fish”
You are creative & artistic. Your theme could be “I don’t want be a millionaire, | just want to live like one. If not happy
you can get rather angry rather swiftly. Ado, Editor



HISTORIAN’S REPORT:

The Missing in America Program is a group which sprang from the Patriot Guard. Over the past 3 years the
MIAP has located the ashes of over 4,000 veterans stored in funeral homes. These ashes are put into boxes or
rusty, dented cans and stored in dark, damp basements. Recently the remains of 6 veterans were given the
honors they deserve because the MIAP located the relatives of the veterans and the remains were claimed.
Among the 6 were the remains of a veteran who had been decorated with 2 Bronze Stars and several other
medals for his service to America. The ashes of this World War 1l Hero sat on a shelf in a can for over 35 years
before being identified and claimed. If totaled up the ashes of all 6 veterans sat in the dark, unclaimed, for over
70 years because their final wishes were not made known. Don't let the final page of your life's history be in a
can in a dark room waiting to be claimed. Make your wishes known both to your family and in your will. If
you don't spell out your final wishes there is a web site you can go to, to see how your wait will be. It is:

WWW.miap.us.
For GOD and Country, Rick Wiggs

VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH:

A personal thank you is extended to the Events Committee (Joann Kelly and Diane Congressi) together with
the following volunteers who made this past month’s Mardi-Gras and Valentines Parties such a success. They
include: John and Beverly English, Sue Rewis, Beverly Maeres, Vivian Grant, Tom Tercha, Emory Austin and
Barry Congressi.

Congratulations to Chaplain, Nora Marcantel and her entire Team of VVolunteers, who put on the “Four
Chaplains Program” this past month. They all did an impressive job and are to be commended for “working
under great duress” (the technical problems). Thanks to everyone for their participation in this patriotic
program.

Thanks to Legion Rider member Jim Sisk, who recently refinished the table in our kitchen area. He saw
what was needed to be done and took on the project by himself. Great job! Keep up the good work Jim.

American Legion Post 137 Elections Coming Soon

It is that time of the year again to start thinking about who you want to nominate and vote for as
your Post Officers for the Legion Year 2008-2009.

Nominations will be accepted during the regular Post assembly meetings the 2nd Saturday in April
and May. The election will take place in June. The exact date has not yet been determined. It will be
advertised in the Bugler as soon as possible, but no later than the May issue.

If anyone is interested in being a poll watcher, please contact the business office Monday,
Wednesday or Friday from 1 until 5 p.m. You may also contact me if you wish to volunteer for this
very important job.

Jerry Lepore, Judge Advocate
American Legion Post 137
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

| am happy to report that membership renewal is up 150% compared to last year. A big "THANK
YOU" goes out to the Membership Chairman and all others who are making this happen. The Legion
Riders will be hosting a Friday Night Dinner on March 28th. We will be having Pork Chops, macaroni
and cheese and green beans.

Runs and rides are being planned so please participate and let's enjoy these opportunities. Effort
is in progress to have our Chapter listed on the National Registry so others will know we are here.

For God and Country, Bill Johnson, Director

COMMANDER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Legion Family, the vast majority of the membership takes a great deal of pride in the
appearance of our Post Home and all of the facilities, which includes the pool, RV area, TIKI,
boat ramp and dock, as well as the parking lot.




A considerable expense is incurred annually in seeing that our grass is mowed and trimmed.
This cannot be done properly if wind blown trash is involved. In addition, volunteers donate
their time and services on a regular basis to see that trash and debris is picked up. Trash
receptacles and butt cans are provided on our property. | have recently noticed an increase in
the amount of cigarette butts and small items of trash, including beer bottles, drink cups and
other debris being thrown out in the main parking lot and main entrance to the Legion Lounge.

In addition, | have noticed defacing of the bathroom wall in the men’s restroom in the
lounge. We incurred considerable expense last year with the rehabilitation and painting of the
men’s room and have already had to touch up the paint where individuals persist in their private
“artwork™.

Come on folks! It should not be necessary because of the actions of
a few, for me to call this to your attention. | do so with the hope that
everyone will take some pride by helping keep this place clean. This is

YOUR POST HOME, be proud of it and keep it in good shape. -- Dennis
Thompson, Commander




PATRIOT GUARD

“l want to shake your hand!" was the last thing the lady said before she made her
way through the group. On Feb. 1, 08, eight members of the Patriot Guard gathered at
JIA to welcome home 7 Sailors stationed at NAS JAX. As passengers walked from the
concourse they said, "They're right behind us."” or "They were on our flight." The
returning sailors walked through the flag line with a smile on their faces and tears of joy
in their eyes. After all had disembarked and as we began folding our flags, a lady
walked over and asked "Did you all come out just to welcome those people home?"
When | said "Yes", her immediate reply was "l want to shake your hand”. The mission
of the Patriot Guard is to show respect to those on the line or who have served.

For GOD and Country, Rick Wiggs

“Welcome home, Mom, the war is over for a while.”




CABANE 304
I would like to Thank my Husband for his hard work helping me with the planting of the boxwoods around our
Chateau. It looks so much nicer. Also, to Danny & Vivian Grant, Tony Hornbuckle, JoAnn Kelly, Diane
Congressi and Norman again a big Thanks for the help with the Cabane dinner on Feb 9™. Could not have done
it without your help. A reminder:

March 7 Cabane will be serving “Burn Your Own Rib Eye Steaks”

March 25"  Cabane Rondezvous
Merci, Sandra Gentry, La Presidente, Cabane 304

VOITURE 304:

I would like to remind all 40/8 members of the BOX CAR Re-Dedication Ceremony in Holly Hills, Fl. on
March 29™ at 10 am. We hope to see a good turn out by our V-304.

Again we need to keep working on getting our membership renewals in. Please help us reach our 100%
membership goal. Thank you in advance for your help.

Please be patient with us as we will be

adding a cover

over the concrete pad at the end of our Chateau.

A big “Merci” to, La President, Sandy Are you 62 years old or more Gentry for
repainting our 40/8 sign on the Chateau. As and own your own home? always you are
doing an outstanding job. Would you like to pay off

A big “Merci” to, Norman and Sandy your existing debts? Gentry for the
donation and planting of all the boxwoods Would you like additional around the
Chateau. monthly income?

A big “Merci” to, S.A.L. Sqdn.137 for their donation to
V-304 for the back flow valve that had to be With a Reverse Mortgage installed to meet
city code. Your current mortgage is paid and

Our next Cheminot Prom will be March You can receive 6, 2008 at 7-8
pm. a lump sum cash payment or
Yours in Service, You can receive additional
Chef de Gare John Kelly Monthly income for life or

You can receive a Line of credit and

With a reverse mortgage
your payments are tax free and
You pay back “nothing” as long as you
live in the home and
The home remains in your name.

For information on Reverse
Mortgages and other loan services,
call Fred Bergman (904) 505-4260
e-mail Fbergman@comecast.net




T CHAPLAIN'S REPORT XX

The month of February was a busy one for our Legion Post with many projects going on. Thankfully our
Post is looking better as time goes by.

On February 2, we honored The Four Chaplains with a program specifically for this purpose. This program
is held annually and observed by many Legion Posts and other Veterans Organizations. We, as Legionnaires
and Auxiliary members come together to honor the heroic deeds these four men of God did to sacrifice their
own lives that others might live. Their bravery and unselfishness was for our freedoms and democracy.

I know you will be pleased to hear that the American Legion and others are starting a program to educate
our young students in schools about the actions of these great men. It was on February 3, 1943 that the USAT
Dorchester was tragically sunk in the icy waters of the North Atlantic. These, Four Chaplain’s gave their own
life jackets to four other servicemen who had none.

It is important that we teach our children about this great event and the sacrifices made not only by these
four but so many honorable citizens of our country. This is part of our history and helps to give us pride that we
live in these great United States of America. Our young people should be given the opportunity to know and
learn to appreciate the events in history that have helped to shape the great country in which we live.

Come on out to your Post and support its programs such as dinners, Bingo, and other fund raising events.
We cannot accomplish our goals without your help and involvement.

We, at this time, have many Legionnaires recovering from illness at home or in area hospitals or rehab
facilities. Let us all wish them well and pray for their speedy recovery.

It is my sad duty once again to inform you of the following legionnaires who have transferred to: Post
Everlasting

Edward Covey  Jerry Markman  Ralph Oliver Please keep these

Albert Taylor ~ William Weatherbee fellow
Legionnaires and

their families in your thoughts and prayers.
For GOD and Country,
Gene Odom

Sons of the American Legion
Lakeshore Squadron 137
sonsoftheal137@aol.com

Meeting Thursday March 13" @ 7:30PM

Your sons have reached 100% membership with last months mailing. That’s 254 paid members the 2" largest paid
Squadron in the Detachment of Florida. A Big Thank You to the entire Legion Family here at Post 137. Job Well Done.

A Big Thanks to Ann Gray and her Sandwich Crew for all their work in keeping the Club supplied with Sandwiches.
Job Well Done.

Your sons will be doing their annual Corn Beef & Cabbage Dinner Saturday March 15" from 4 PM till Sold Out.

Remember we sold out last year so we are increasing our quantity but get here early and don’t miss out on the dinner
and then stay for the Club St. Patrick’s Party to follow at 8 PM.

Let me take a moment to Thank a Legionnaire and a member of the Sons, John English for his generous donation of
cash to the Squadron. Job Well Done.
For God, Country & Our Legion Family
Bill Kelly




AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S REPORT

We had our regular monthly meeting Thursday February 7, 2008

1% Vice Sue Rewis, read in four new members and one transfer. All were voted on and accepted.

National Security Chairman, Anita Lee, reported that she mailed $17,163.67 worth of coupons in January bringing our total
to date to $56,602.01

Chaplain Nora Marcantel, coordinated with Legion Chaplain Gene Odom, for the Four Chaplains Memorial Service on
Saturday February 2™. It was beautifully done. Thanks to all that participated and helped in this program.

The General Assembly approved a donation of $200.00 to be made to the Ronald McDonald House.

Children & Youth Chairman, Diane Congressi, announced that the “Josh Dogs” are in and they will be delivered to the
Children’s hospital.

Plans are being made for the Past, Commanders and President’s Dinner and the Annual Policemen & Firemen’s
Appreciation Dinner.

Chaplain, Nora, made her monthly visit to the Jacksonville V.A. Clinic. Post Secretary and Aux. member, Sarah Mackesy,
accompanied her. They served refreshments of: sandwiches, boiled eggs, cookies, bananas, juice and coffee to the Veterans.
As is always reported, the veterans were very appreciative of the food and the kind actions of the Auxiliary.

Several of our members participated in the monthly visit to the V. A. hospital in Lake City. Again the Veterans really
appreciate of the refreshments and bingo games held for them.

The “Poppy Letters” have been printed and will be mailed out with the Bugler for delivery before Memorial Day.

Initiation of new members and /or other members who have not been initiated are invited to attend the March meeting. You
will enjoy the program.

A “Garage Sale” is in the works for late spring. Save your items that someone else could use. We will need these things for
the sale. More info in the next Bugler.

Jeri West, President, Unit 137




Club Managers Report

clubmanager@americanlegion137.com

February was an exciting month in the club with our Chili Cook-off on Super Sunday won by our House
Chairperson Tom Tercha and runner up was Danny Grant. Thanks to all who participated in and judged this
event. Our Valentines Party was also a success thanks to our events committee for the decorations. We also had
a successful Daytona 500 Party, Thanks to everyone who helped and attended that made these events a success.

We also have installed our New Draft Beer Cooler. | know everyone will enjoy the ice cold beer from the
new cooler, so come on in and enjoy a frosty one, still only a dollar a mug, at your Club Lounge. Thanks to the
House Crew for the installation.

Don’t forget Thursday Bread Day is Back. So come on in and pick up your favorites, “For a Donation.”
Thank JW and his crew for making this possible again. Job Well Done.

March events include a St. Patrick’s Party on Saturday the 15" at 8 PM with music by Gun Slinger and Sock
Hop on Saturday the 30" with music by Vickie Lee.

Remember there is always something happening in your Club check out the Calendar in the back of our
Bugler or log on to web at americanlegion137.com.

Serving Veterans & our Membership Daily,
Bill Kelly

JEROME (JERRY) CROLEY, JR.
REALTOR® /BROKER - SALES PERSON
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS
COLDWELL THINKING OF BUYING, SELLING OR

BANKER RELOCATING?
ANY CITY, ANY STATE, |CANHEL P!

HAVING A GET-
TOGETHER!!
DO YOU NEED A
SPACE?
Contact: Mr. Bill Lomax
for information
about the use of
the “MOON BLDG”
or “La Chateau et 40/8"
CALL: 778-2116

WALTER WILLIAMS
REALTY INC.

6983-5 103" Street

Jacksonville, FL 32210

(904) 703-4616 DIRECT

(877) 482-4575 TOLL FREE

Please visit my web site:

jerrycroley.com American Legion Post 137
Veterans of Foreign Wars

Loyal Order of Moose Heet Reserve Assoc.




