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COMMANDER’S REPORT

Greetings Legionnaires and Legion Family. | am very pleased to report our
membership renewals are on goal. Our Membership Chairman, 1st Vice Eddie Dykes,
is hard at work contacting those members who haven’t yet renewed. Eddie continues to
show an enthusiastic approach for this task and I believe his efforts will be successful.
Our final goal is to reach 100% renewals and I continue to be optimistic that we can and
will reach a 100% and surpass it!

Our House Committee has been hard at work completing needed repairs to our main
electrical service, installation of the automatic gateway at the rear entrance to our
RV/Boating/Parking area and upgrading the vent/return system of the AC serving our
lounge area. All of these projects are being completed within estimates of cost provided
and as approved by the Executive Committee and General Assembly. The entire House
Committee should be complimented for their dedication in seeing that these projects
were completed.

The March General Assembly was somewhat of a “shambles” as a result of
complete power failure in our Post home due to high winds in the area on that day.
However, yours truly and those present persevered and were able to transact the
business of the Post, including the reading in of 24 new and transferred members. We
were unable to hold the Initiation Ceremony and it will have to be rescheduled.

We have quite a few big events scheduled this month and next. Just to highlight a
few, our Hawaiian Luau will happen on Sat., April 19th. The Annual Police/Firemen’s
Dinner will be on Sun., April 20th and the 2nd Annual Veteran’s Car Show will be open
to the public on Sat., May 17th, which is also Armed Forces Day. The Luau is open to
the membership of Post 137, with dinners being provided for a donation. Both the
Firemen/Policemen’s Dinner and the Veterans Car Show are Post Community Projects,
which | encourage every member as well as the general public to attend.

Let’s continue to keep all of our Veterans, including our present day Servicemen
and Servicewomen who are serving our Country, in your hearts and prayers during the
global war on terrorism. They deserve our respect and support!

For GOD and Country,
Dennis Thompson, Commander

Lounge: 387-1581

www.americanlegion137.com
commander@americanlegion137.com



1°"VICE REPORT:

On March 8, 2008, | was pleased to read in 25 new and
transferred members. We are now at 91.5%. 1465
members joined or renewed, thanks to all who have joined.
We are still 139 short of 100%. Please talk to everyone
that you can, this will help very much. THANKS FOR
YOUR SUPPORT.

For God and Country,
Eddie Dykes, 1st Vice Commander

2"°VICE REPORT:

We have just finished a good month. We had some good
entertainment, dinners and events. Spring is here and
everyone wants to get out and enjoy our beautiful Florida
weather. In your travels stop by the Post and try a nice
steak on Friday evening, or dance with your favorite
squeeze on Friday or Saturday. Try your luck at some darts
on Tuesday 7:30 pm you may even beat Ray Runyan. Are
you musically inclined? If so Wednesdays at 7:30 Bill
Scott has Karaoke. You can always just drop by and enjoy
your friends have a nice drink and visit. We will be looking
for you.

For GOD and Country
Dan Grant, 2" Vice Commander

3%° VICE REPORT:

The Children’s Easter Party was a great success.
Thanks to all who brought your children and
grandchildren. Without you, the whole thing would be
pointless. A million thanks to my wife, Diane, and all who
helped make it a success.

Children and youth will host the Legion Steak Dinner
on April 11th.

Don’t forget the Luau on the 19th. Music, food and
fun outside by the pool. The Blue Parrot Tiki will be in
full swing!

Please try to attend the Second Annual Veteran’s Car
Show on May 19™. We expect to have 75 to 100 of the
nicest cars in the area for your enjoyment. Pre-1977 only.
There will be a D. J. and food served at the screen room.
For God and Country,

Barry Congressi, Third Vice Commander

4™ VICE REPORT:

On Friday, February 22, 2008, members of Post 137 and
Voiture 304 (40/8) made our monthly visit to the V. A.
Hospital in Lake City, FL.

We departed Post 137 on time at 4:00 pm arrived at Lake
City around 5:20 pm due to heavy traffic on I-10. We had a
very good dinner at Porter House Grill.

BINGO started on time at 7: pm in the V.A. Hospital
auditorium. Thanks to Norman Gentry for calling BINGO.
Bingo was finished at 7:45 pm. Refreshments were then
served by the ladies from Auxiliary Unit 137 and Cabane
304.

Patient attendance was 25, most of which were in
wheelchairs. The patients seemed to be very receptive and in
good spirits.

The following is a breakdown of the money spent and
credits given to our organizations. We gave  out:

Bingo Winners: $100.00 coupon books
Refreshments: 75.00 - $ 40.00 Aux.& $35.00 Cabane
$150.00 Magazines & Books

$ 30.00 playing cards

$ 40.00 D.V.D.’s & Tapes

$3000.00 Clothing

$3395.00 Total Credit Given

Total Hours 55, Total Miles 1,331

Gas allowance 4 vehicles $80.00

NOTE: My personal Thanks go out to

BEN WILLIAMS (Rod & Pole Benders)

This is the second time he has made a very large donation.

The following dedicated members of Post 137 and
Voiture 304 participated in the Lake City V.A.V.S. visit;
Lewis & Ann Gray, Jack & Connie Manning, Dale Prewitt,
Norman & Sandy Gentry, Carl & Myra Jowers, Penny Bubb,
& Joe Gray- Post 137 S.A.L.

Our next scheduled visit to Lake City V.A. Hospital will
be April 25, 2008. We will depart Post 137 at 4 p. m. we
return around 9 p.m. Join us on our next visit and help put a
smile on a Veteran’s face.

NOTE: If you have magazines, books, D.V.D.S or other
items to donate, Please mark them for V.A.V.S. and drop
them off at Post 137.

Yours in Service,

Lewis E. Gray, 4" Vice Commander
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Post 137 Celebrates, all the members who have served the Legion and Auxiliary as Commanders, and Presidents.
A dinner for these PAST COMMANDERS and PRESIDENTS will be held on Saturday April 26™ with
festivities beginning with Cocktails at 5 pm and Dinner following. This is an Annual celebration honoring those
whom have stepped up to lead. CONGRATULATIONS to all and THANK YOU.

JUST A REMINDER FOLKS; Thursdays you may come to the Post, and pick up many Bread items, in the
evening. J.W. and Stanley do a wonderful job picking up and delivering it to the Post. THIS IS A DONATION
PROGRAM. Please contribute.

If you are into the “GREEN THING” Earth Day is April 22" and Arbor Day is April 25™. Plant a tree preferably
a fruit tree and make your area of Gods Green Earth pretty.

On April 20" Breakfast will be served by the ROD & Pole and the ANNUAL POLICE & FIREMEN’S
APPRECIATION DINNER will also be taking place in the MOON BLDG. Neither will affect the other. So
come enjoy your Breakfast or say “thank you” to our local Police and Firemen.

LUAU~~~~~~~~~ LUAU LUAU LUAU~~~~~~~~~~~ LUAU
Ladies get out your grass skirts and lei, gentlemen you can finally wear that Flowery Hawaiian shirt you
received last year for Father’s Day. Saturday April 19" 4 pm at the Post you can swing and sway to a good time.
Come play!!

BUGLER CREW 1 “Thank You All” very much for your extra effort in February. | was beginning to think there
would be no Bugler. This Newsletter is a little bit me and a whole bunch you. We have stressed over it, waited for
it and sweated over it.

Your commitment to our Post Bugler has been inspiring. Again, Thank You All, Editor

Tom Tercha you are the man !l | wish | had a dollar for every pound of meat you have cut for all the different
groups serving dinners and “lite” meals.
You deserve big piece of the “THANK YOU PIE”.
SPRING HAS ARRIVED THINK GOOD THOUGHTS. DO SOMETHING NICE FOR ONE YOU
DON’TLIKE! And SOMETHING EXTRA NICE FOR ONE YOU LOVE!

GET WELL SOON Bill & Marilou S. previous grand-daughter Ashley; Roger M. wife Ruby; our buddy Ron H,
.Sue R. husband Billy, we wish all a swift recovery.

» To our Post Secretary Sarah M. our deepest sympathy in the loss of your nephew.
To everyone that is sick, and we don’t know, we hope you feel better soon. To all who are sad about a loss or
other troubles we wish for you Gods Grace and Peace soon.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to me, and all born March 215t-ApriI 20" The Ram, our stone is Diamond. Have you
recently met an unusually friendly person with a forceful manner a firm handclasp, an instant smile, for the
underdog or a cause. You have met an Aries.

GOD BLESS You and Yours and All our Military. Editor




~~~POST 137 ELECTION NOTICE

Per Post by-laws, nominations for Post Officers for the next Legion year will be held during the regularly
scheduled Legion meetings of April and May. The dates for nominations are April 12 and May 10. The election of
Post Officers will be held on Saturday, June 10th.

Please ask anyone that you plan on nominating if they wish to run for the office that they are being nominated for.
All nominees must agree to their nomination.

The election of Post officers is very important and should not be taken lightly.

We are also looking for individuals who are willing to serve as poll watchers. If you are interested, there will be
a sign-up sheet posted in the lounge in April. Or you can call the office to volunteer.

More details will be posted in next month’s May 2008 Bugler.
Jerry Lepore, Judge Advocate

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

Legion Riders, Thanks to all who helped with the Dinner we hosted in March. We are planning a Poker Run on the
12th of April and another May 3rd. Come and enjoy the benefits of the ride as we help support these worthy causes.
More info in May Bugler about that ride. RIDE PROUD.

Bill Johnson, Director

ROD AND POLE BENDERS

The Rod and Pole Benders Club will host April’s dinner on Friday the 18™. The dinner menu will be “ Burn your
own” Steak plus the fixings. April’s Breakfast is scheduled on Sunday the 20™. Please mark these dates on your
calendar for your dining and breakfast enjoyment.

Rod and Pole Bender By-law Review. 4 proposed by-law changes were reviewed again during March’s club
meeting.

e Article 4, section 1- Remove Late Membership Fees

e Article 4, section 3- Increase excess to $100.00 dollars

e Article 5, section 4- Allow Officer Nominations During October’s Meeting

e Article 10, section 3b — Change Annual Award Dinner to December
Please make an extra effort to attend May’s Rod and Pole Bender Club Meeting to vote on these proposed club by-law
changes.
For GOD and Country, Binion Williams

APRIL HISTORY

Col. John W. Ripley, a Legend of the Corps. On April 3, 1972, after U.S. Forces had pulled out of Viet Nam, the
NVA opened its Easter Offensive across the DMZ in violation of the cease fire.

Capt. John L. Ripley was assigned as an advisor to the RVN in the 1st Corps sector as a demolition expert. He was
to blow up the only bridge over the Cua Viet River at Dong Ha and halt the mechanized forces. Ripley swung hand
over hand under the bridge placing explosives along the steel span, crimping the primers with his teeth. It took him 3
hours of backbreaking effort all the while being under enemy sniper fire. As the first of the 200 enemy tanks
approached the bridge, Ripley pushed the plunger and moments later the bridge disappeared in a cloud of smoke. The
Vietnamese invasion was delayed for several critical days.

Capt. Ripley was awarded the Navy Cross. In 2004 the Marines named the 22nd MEU (soc)’s Forward Operating
Base in Afghanistan in his honor. Semper Fi, Dennis Glisson

Note: Know of Heroic acts of serviceman or woman, PLEASE SUBMIT to Editor



SERVICE OFFICER’S REPORT

Your Post 137 Service Officer is available to assist you at the Post by appointment for your
convenience on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5 a. m. to 6 p.m. and on Fridays from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30
p.m. Please call to schedule your appointments, however drop-ins are welcome.

Each Legionnaire can also serve the home post and its members.

Your post provides Services to the Veterans and the Community in a wide range of activities. Some of
them are; a Friday evening visit to the Lake City V.A. Hospital once a month and Christmas Basket fund
raising throughout the year for delivery to veterans and needy families in the area at Christmas time.
Americanism Events, such as the Student Oratorical Competitions for scholarship money and School
Medals Program need staffing at specific times in the year.

If you can hit a nail with a hammer, your post home could use your assistance in helping with the
upkeep of the post home.

All of these programs and activities need your help to ensure their continuation. Most activities will
require just a few hours of your time each month and some for a specific time. These few hours could
help make a big difference in someone’s life, be it a veteran, a child or a needy family. Come join us in
service to others.

For GOD and Country, Carl Jowers

COMMANDER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Post 137 will hold an ANNUAL POST HOME CLEAN-UP DAY on Saturday, April 5, 2008. A
general “Spring cleaning and sprucing up” of all of the property, including the parking lot, RV/Boating
/Picnic area, TIKI and Moon Building, as well as our Post Home main building is needed. Festivities
will begin at approximately 8:00 am. Volunteers of all abilities are invited, regardless of your expertise!
Lunch will be provided to all volunteers. Bring your tools, rakes, shovels, brooms, etc., with you.
Join the fun and plan on attending this prestigious event. We look forward to seeing you there.
From the Commander

NEW AMERICAN LEGION RIDER CHAPTER APPROVED.

Rick Wiggs, Post 137, says Post 250 Middleburg has
their A.L.R. Chapter 250 up and running. Drop by.




Department of Florida
Honorary Junior President Honors Viet Nam Vets

Legionnaire & Patriot Guard Rick Wiggs escorted Junior
Dept. President Nola Marcantel to the Viet Nam Wall in
Jacksonville, Florida. They stood in the

Flag Line for Legionnaire Bob Spruill’s Memorial Services.



CABANE 304
Let the Good Times Roll! Dames we are going to have a great month.
Let me start off by saying what a wonderful job all the Dames and VVoyageurs who helped with our
March 7th dinner did. GOOD JOB.
April 13th -- Cabane will be serving breakfast at Post 137.
April18th and 19" -- | want everyone there for the Wreck.
Dames we have games on Saturday starting at 10:00 a.m. at the Post home.
Our luncheon will also be at the Post home and will start at approximately 12:00 noon.
April 25™ -- Cabane will be serving a rib eye steak dinner. Yummy! Hope to see
Everyone there.
We have a lot of activities going on, so get your rest and let’s have some fun. It is Spring Time and we
all need to laugh.
Merci, Sandy Gentry, La Presidente

VOITURE 304
DUES, DUES, DUES, Come on Voyageurs get your obligation taken care of. April 18 & 19th is our
next wreck. Friday night, April 18" is

“KANGAROO COURT?”, 7 p.m. at the Chateau.
Theme Is Western. Don’t forget the Grand Are you 62 years old or more Chef’s
Homecoming in Fort Meyers on the 2nd, and own your own home? 3rd and
4th of May 08. Need to get your Would you like to pay off

reservations in. Our next Cheminot and your existing debts? Prom will
be April 3, 2008 at 7 & 8 pm. Would you like additional

Yours in Service, monthly income?

Chef de Gare, John Kelley

With a Reverse Mortgage
Your current mortgage is paid and
You can receive
a lump sum cash payment or

ANNUAL POST HOME
CLEAN-UP DAY
Post 137 will hold an
Annual Post Home Clean-up

You can receive additional
Monthly income for life or

You can receive a Line of credit and
With a reverse mortgage

your payments are tax free and
You pay back “nothing” as long as you
live in the home and
The home remains in your name.

Day on Saturday, April 5,
2008. A general “Spring
cleaning and sprucing up” of
all of the property, including
the parking lot, RV/Boating

For information on Reverse
Mortgages and other loan services,
call Fred Bergman (904) 505-4260
e-mail Fbergman@comcast.net




':Il}' CHAPLAIN’S REPORT $

A few weeks ago while talking to some friends about the renewal of their Legion Memberships; | was
disturbed to hear that the primary reason for their not renewing was due to the unfriendliness of some of our
members. | tried to impress upon them that | did not fully agree with their claim especially to the point of
giving up my club. Even though I think this was unintentional on the part of our members, it might be a good
reminder to all of us to be more responsive to others especially new members and visitors to our Post. |
would ask that the next time you see someone that is new to our Post that you greet them and let them know
that you appreciate their coming in and make them feel welcome. Those of us that have been around for a
while know just how great our Post is and that it is always a special place to come and be with friends. We
need to spread the word.

This time of year also reminds us that nominations of Officers for the coming year is now far away, so you
need to be thinking about who you would like to see run our Post for the next year.

I again would like to thank all for your support of our Legion Programs and other fund raising events. Our
Post can only do well with your participation. Come out and enjoy the fellowship.

As of this writing, | am pleased to report that there are no losses of legionnaires. Please keep in your
thoughts and prayers legionnaires and their families that may be ill or incapacitated.
For GOD and Country, Gene Odom

WEBMASTER’S REPORT

Several improvements have recently been made to the website. At the top of the ‘Hot Topics’ section
you’ll notice a button that takes you directly to the Events Calendar listing for “Today”, making it easy for
you to find out what’s happening right now at the Post in a single click! If you haven’t seen our online
Events Calendar, take a look! Not only do we list events at the Post but many events happening around town
as well. You can make our Post website you’re One Stop Shop for all your entertainment plans!

Having friends meet you up at the Post? Tell them to visit our Posts Locator for a detailed interactive
map showing exactly where we are, as well as all the Posts in the 5th District!

If you are in a program, such as the Rod & Pole Benders or Legion Riders and would like to see more
information put onto your program’s section of the website, that’s great! Contact me and we’ll keep every
section of the site updated with new, fresh content as quickly as you can email it to me!

Keep watching! We’re constantly adding new things!
www.AmericanLegion137.com

Jonathan Robert F. Cooke,
Webmaster and S.A.L. Sergeant-At-Arms
webmaster@americanlegion137.com




Sons of the American Legion
Lakeshore Squadron 137
sonsoftheal137@aol.com

Meeting Thursday April 10" @ 7:30PM

Having reached 100% doesn’t mean we do not have to stop renewing, restating and recruiting. So
let’s keep up the good work and keep increasing our membership.

Our St. Patrick’s Dinner went well we sold 98 dinners and 25 lunches. Thanks to everyone who
donated and Special Thanks to Jonathan C, E.T, Bev, Diane C, Tom T, Ray R, and Bob S. Job Well
Done.

Don’t forget the Sons Sandwich Program. Thanks to Ann G, J.J, and Debbie for all their hard work
in keeping the lounge stocked with fresh sandwiches.

Job Well Done.

Remember to keep all of our Servicemen and women in your prayers.
For GOD, Country and Our Legion Family,

Bill Kelly

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S REPORT

We held our regular meeting Thursday March 6, 2008. We had our annual ignition of new members initiated,
new and old, which had never been initiated. 1’d like to thank Sylvia Gariepy for filling in for Chaplain Nora
Marcantel and Anita Lee for acting as Initiating Officer with Sue Rewis doing 1% and 2™ Vice Presidents part. We
presented the members with copies of our Constitution and By-Laws, a poppy and their Auxiliary pins.

We didn’t make a visit to the Jacksonville V.A. clinic in February but plan to this month.

There were 3 new members read in and accepted.

Junior Chairman turned in Coupons for the military overseas to National Security Chairman.

We voted to make a $20.00 donation to help pay the Delegates lunch on their trip to Tallahassee.

Children & Youth Chairman reported on the trip to Wolf son’s Hospital to deliver the Josh Dogs; also
delivered our donation to Ronald McDonald House $200.00. She also described the Josh Dogs and their purpose
to the new members. She reminded everyone of the Children’s Easter Party on Q March

16™ and request sweets to be donated.

Vera Stevens reported on the annual Police & Fireman Appreciation dinner to be held on
April 20™. She also requested desserts to be donated; she specified non-refrigerated i 1 items
also non-returnable containers. She reported also that some of her co-workers made ; X %
donations for medals to be given to some of the R.O.T.C. units, alone with \ é".,:’ <
Certificates of Appreciation. We will send a Thank You Letter to these people. W

The Past Presidents and Commanders dinner, is scheduled to be held on April ‘\\?f 26™.
Invitations will be sent out. ,xie*

The Poppy Chairman reported that the poppy letters will be mailed out in April. { \
Sincerely, Jeri West Unit 137 President |



Club Managers Report
clubmanager@americanlegionl137.com

March was a busy month we have installed the new step down ventilation in the Lounge area and
have noticed a decline in smoke, and better distribution of airflow in the club area. We also have
replaced the old electrical fuse boxes which should take care of our electrical needs for some years to
come. Thanks to Tom T. and his House Committee Barry C. and Bob S. for all their hard work.

The House Committee has also installed the new Electronic Gate to access the back of the property.
You will now need your Key Card to enter the back yard, which will provide more security while on the
property. Job Well Done.

Speaking of the back of the property the 2008 Boat Passes are now available in the club, so don’t get
caught without a 2008 pass. Boat Passes are available in the Club, see a bartender and get your 2008
Boat Pass today.

April Opens the Tiki Hut Season starting Friday the 11th we will start serving your favorite beverage
at your Tiki Hut. Hours of Operation will be Friday 5PM to 10PM, Saturday 2 to 8 PM, Sunday 1 to 8
PM. Saturday April 19th our Tiki Hut will host our annual Luau featuring a roast pork dinner for a
pleasure. Come

donation and our own Jim Craft Poolside for your entertainment
on out and enjoy the Fun starting at 4 PM.

Remember there is always something going on at your Post
Serving Our Veterans and Members Daily,
Bill Kelly

Home.

JEROME (JERRY) CROLEY, JR.
REALTOR® /BROKER - SALES PERSON
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS
COLDWELL THINKING OF BUYING, SELLING OR

RE.OCATING?
BANKER ANY CITY, ANY STATE, ICAN HEL P!

HAVING A GET-

TOGETHER!!
DO YOU NEED A
WALTER WILLIAMS
SPACE? REALTY INC.

Contact: Mr. Bill Lomax
for information
about the use of
the “MOON BLDG”
or “La Chateau et 40/8”
CALL: 778-2116

6983-5 103" Street
Jacksonville, FL 32210
(904) 703-4616 DIRECT

(877) 482-4575 TOLL FREE

Please visit my web site:

jerrycroley.com American Legion Post 137
Veterans of Foreign Wars

Loyal Order of Moose Heet Reserve Assoc.




