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COMMANDER’S REPORT

Post 137 is seeing a great surge in renewals thus far for the 2008 membership
drive. We are currently reporting just over 47 % renewals, with 755 of the total 1604
members having renewed. Our 1st Vice, Adjutant and Post Secretary are all working
very hard to get the new membership cards out in a timely fashion. | encourage each
and every member to pay your dues as soon as possible and qualify for the “Early Bird
Dinner” coming in November. In addition, you can help your Post by paying now and
beating the $ 2.00 per member increase being charged each Post, which the
Department of Florida will soon be implementing, as was authorized last month at the
Department Convention.

Our Monday Night Bingo Program is again in jeopardy!! Attendance has fallen off
and as a result the winning pots have dwindled. The Bingo Program is very valuable
to Post 137 for several reasons. The proceeds help finance our publication of the
Bugler and our Annual Christmas Program. In addition, the camaraderie and potential
for membership gains with the Bingo Program are endangered. Your help and
participation in Bingo, as well as all the other weekly programs, such as Darts,
Karaoke and Video Bowling is urgently solicited. As | have stated before, we all know
of potential members who are friends, neighbors, co-workers and relatives who would
love to be invited to Post 137 for Bingo or any of the other activities here at our Post
Home. Let’s get busy and invite these people to our Post! Just sign them in at the door
and remember “Enthusiasm is Contagious” is not just my theme. It can work for all of
us and for the good of Post 137.

The Annual Follies Program is being scheduled for Saturday evening, September
29th, at 8:00 p.m. This year’s event will feature the “Redneck Follies” with an all-star
cast of Officers and members of Post 137. Entertainment provided by Vicki Lee. This
event should be the usual fun show of frolic and Surprise. Get your tickets early from
the bartenders ($5.00 donation to the Christmas Basket Program), as there will be no
reserved seating Door prizes will be awarded. Make your plans to attend this fun
event and continue to support the activities of Post 137.

I would like to remind everyone of the primary purpose of our great organization;
service to all our Veterans. If you know of a Veteran who is in need of help, send
them to us! Please also keep in your thoughts and prayers our servicemen and women
who are serving our country around the world in the Global War on Terrorism. They
deserve only the best and your continued support.

For GOD and Country
Dennis Thompson, Commander



ADJUTANT'S REPORT:

Since taking office in July, | have been very busy apprising myself, of the responsibilities and
duties of the office of Adjutant. I am proud to say | have made great progress and am working hard to
fulfill those obligations.

The Commander, 1% Vice and the Post Secretary have been working many long hours getting the
2008 membership cards processed and mailed out. Their efforts are showing that we are ahead of
schedule and all is well. I have utilized the ALPOP System to provide membership reports for them to
use in accomplishing those tasks. The Legion AIMS System has been updated and is now current.

The secretary’s desk has been upgraded and she now has more room to accommodate the
processing of membership forms and applications. The office space has improved but is still a little
cramped. These improvements came about thanks to the commander’s initiative.

I am looking forward to the coming year and hoping to do a good job for the Legion. Feel free to
make helpful comments along the way.

For GOD and Country,
Hal Helms, Adjutant

9™ ANNUAL MARINE BIRTHDAY PARTY:

You are invited to come join the Celebration! Last year we had such a great time.
This year; more Good food, Good times and Good programs. Marine History,
Music, Dancing, Special Guess and 9 Drawings.

All Members and All Post in the Fifth District are WELCOME.

Nov. 10", 2007 ($5.00 donation for food and drawings)
Post 137 Pool Side (contributions are very welcome)
17:30 p.m. (casual to dress attire)

REMEMBER the MARINES on this date. PAST and PRESENT

Contact: Legionnaire Dennis Glisson, Post 137 for further information.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

| am pleased to announce the Activities/Events/Decorations Committee will be co-chaired this
2007/2008 year by none other than Diane Congressi and Joann Kelley. Both of these ladies did a
terrific job this past Legion year and | know they will continue in their efforts to make Post 137 and
the Commander proud of the extraordinary volunteer work they do. Many thanks to both of them for
undertaking this important job!

Dennis Thompson, Commander

AUXILIARY MEMBERS We need Volunteers to help with our Programs. If you can Help, We
need your Help. We need more Volunteers. Please call President Jeri West, Phone # 783- 0393.
The Auxiliary is Sponsoring a Basic Self Defense Course for Women and Children, Starting at 12
noon, on Saturday Sept. 8 th at the Moon Bldg. This is for all the Legion Family and Friends!

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

“RED NECK FOLLIES” SATURDAY, SEPT. 29" at 8 P.M. Donation Ticket $5.00
FUN and DOOR PRIZES. ALL PROCEEDS for the CHRISTMAS BASKETS PROGRAM for the
NEEDY. COME SEE YOUR MEN AT THEIR BEST!!!!

D. Congressi

Collection for the Veterans Stand Down, Jacksonville Fairgrounds

The total count of Socks, 601 Pairs, Soap 317 bars, Washcloths 414 and Bananas 4 cases.

The Stand Down was a huge success, to everyone that helped “I Thank You Very Much”

Legion Family Members that worked with me from 7 a.m. until about 1:30 p.m. were Post Secretary Sarah
Mckesy, Legionnaires Carl & Myra Jowers, Junior Nola Marcantel, 5" District President Sylvia Curnutte &
Chaplain Cheryl La Barg, and Jann Schneider of Post 283. Debbie Geisinger, Hank Morris & barry Congressi
for dollars and socks, last minute put us over the top Donations. “ThankYou,” for your help and service to
the Veterans. (see you next year) Nora.

HAPPY GRANDPARENTS DAY to all who are Grandparents and to those who are about

to be. I heard Jerry & Judy Lepore are waiting for a grandson. Congratulations you two.

BUGLER CREW WE HAVE HIT OUR 5™ ANNIVERSARY...How time flies when we are having fun.. Ms
Sylvia & Ms Grace Thank you for your dedication and to all for your help.

Big Get Well Soon_to Ms Sally B. and in the Lounge, Miss Judy’s Sister, Penny. Best wishes.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY toyou. If you were born August 24™- September 23" you are “VIRGO” the
virgin. If you are a bit puny feeling, please rest and get better soon. Your Friends and Family miss you. Until
next time, God Bless our Country and our Military. Editor




1°"VICE REPORT:

On August 11", 1 was pleased to read in 30 new
and transferred members. The Post membership
renewals have been encouraging, so please don’t
slow down and continue sending yours in. The Post
depends on membership renewals to pay for the
many good programs, which it supports and
sponsors. If you have not renewed or know someone
that has not, (NOW IS THE TIME). Please help
your Post.

I would also like to remind you to play bingo. It
is so important to many of the programs like the
Bugler and Christmas Baskets Program. We urge
you to participate in the Bingo Program. Please come
play and bring your friends. Thanks for your support.
Post 137 membership is at 755 and 47 %. Keep up
the good work!

For GOD and COUNTRY,
Eddie Dykes, 1% Vice

2"° VICE REPORT:

Many Thanks to all the “Post Members” and
their guest for the fine turn out at the Luau. It was a
great way to spend a Saturday afternoon. We have a
lot of things to get done this year. Programs to fund
and community service projects to help with. You
are a prime player in the big plan. The Post needs
your participation and attendance. Friday night steak
dinners are a great way to start. Load up the family
come join your friends in some fun and a delicious
steak dinner. We will be looking for you.

For GOD and COUNTRY,
Dan Grant, 2" Vice

3%° VICE REPORT:

Children and Youth will host a Legion breakfast
on the 23". Do not forget the Follies on the 29"
Come see your beauties? in action. The Luau was a
success. We cooked a 120 Ib. hog and had all the
trimmings. Everyone had a good time. | want to
personally thank Mr. Skip Robbins from Robbins
Fabrications for letting me borrow his smoker. It was
nice of him to trust me with it. He normally doesn’t
lend it out however he was glad to help the Legion.
Keep him in mind should you need any type of
welding.
Yours in service,
Barry Congressi, 3" Vice

4™ VICE REPORT:

On Friday, July 27" 2007, members from Post 137
and Voiture 304, 40/8 made our monthly pilgrimage to
Lake City, V.A. Hospital. The following dedicated
members attended: Lewis & Ann Gray, Shirley M.
Hall, Carl & Myra Jowers, Jack & Connie Manning,
Dale Prewitt and Maiah Rovegno. Thanks go out to all
of the members who made the trip with us.

We started bingo on time at 7:00 p.m., 40/8. We
had 30 patients present for the activities. Special thanks

go to the Lake City V.A. Rep. for calling bingo for us
(Thanks Jeff).

Refreshments were served at the close of the bingo
games, by Auxiliary Unit 137 and Cabane 304, 40/8.
We gave out $100.00 in coupon books to the bingo
game winners.

The following is a breakdown of money spent, and
credits given to us for miscellaneous items:
Refreshments: $60.00, $25.00 to Cabane 304 and
$35.00 to Auxiliary Unit 137.

Books and magazines: ~ $700.00

Games and puzzles: $100.00
Ditty bags: (unfilled) $ 25.00
Socks: (12 pair) $ 5.00
Shirts: $ 15.00

Note: Total credit given - $1005.00, Total hours: 45,
Total miles: 1089, Gas allowance (2 vehicles) $48.00

Our next scheduled visit to Lake City V.A.
Hospital will be September 28", 2007. We will depart
Post 137 at 4:00 pm. If you would like to donate books,
magazines, or other items, drop them off at Post 137
and mark them for V.A.V.S.

I would like to remind all post 137 organizations to
put in their donations for our Christmas “Ditty Bags”
that we do every year for our veterans at Lake City
V.A. Hospital. My wife, Ann Gray is in the process, as
I write this report, of buying needed items.

Yours in Service, Lewis E. Gray, 4" Vice



AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’'S REPORT:

We had our regular meeting August 4". Let’s back up a little, since our installation of Officers and Awards
was in July, but too late to make the Bugler.

Outgoing 5" District President Amanda Stevens presented the unit with a nice plaque from Department of
Florida, for our donation to the Special Olympics program and also a Certificate of Appreciation for our
participation in the Josh Dogs program, that we donated to the children’s hospital. The unit presented Children
and Youth Chairman, Diane Congressi with a Meritorious Service Pin for her efforts in making these awards
happen.

The Unit also presented Lifetime memberships to 2 of our members; Vera Stevens for 17 years and Jo Ann
Kelley for 14 years of outstanding service to the Auxiliary and to the Post. Congratulations!!!

At our August 4™ meeting we presented a Lifetime Membership to Marolyn Sanford for 20 years of
outstanding service as well. We also presented our Officers with pins and our Chairmen with Certificates of
Appreciation. We would like to thank our newly elected, Honorary Department Junior President, Nola Marcantel
and Past Unit Junior President, Ashley Lane for their help with this.

We processed 49 Senior and 3 Junior, membership renewals. Again, we would like to remind the Auxiliary
members that the renewal notices from National, will not be mailed until October. Come on in and pay your
dues and also let us know if you can pick up your card from the Bar.

Hon. Department Jr. President, Nola Marcantel, has already been busy representing the Unit On July 27", a
trip was made to the Jacksonville V. A. Clinic, helping with sandwiches and visiting with the veterans. She also
participated in the Veterans Stand Down program August 3" and 4™ at the Jacksonville Fair Grounds Pavilion.

Our Americanism / National Security Chairman, Anita Lee has been busy clipping coupons. Good Job! We
are sponsoring a basic Self Defense class on September 8" after the Legion meeting in the Moon building
starting at 12 noon. This program is for Legion Family members and friends. We feel this is an important

Yours in Service,
Jeri West, President

POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY September 23

To all the families who have a loved one still missing, the sacrifices you have made
and the hardships and heartbreaks you have suffered, most cannot imagination. To you
all, our prayers and wishes for Peace and Contentment in knowing your loved one is a
true HERO. You have the gratitude of this country for all you and your loved one has
given.

WEBMASTER’S REPORT

Many changes are being made on a daily basis and one needs to visit the website regularly to
keep up with them. We are working hard to keep our “Calendar of Events” current, with changes as
they happen. Providing links to other sites for special information like NASCAR schedules and very
soon the Jaguar schedules. The Website will also have links to our regular entertainers who have
websites (Vicki Lee and Jim Craft). We would like to see more people sign into the guest book on the
website when they visit and leave any helpful suggestions or comments.
For GOD and Country
Hal Helms, Webmaster

PEARL HARBOR SURVIVOR Mr. Henry Griffin and his lovely wife Geneva

Celebrated their 62nd ANNIVERSARY. They were Wed on August 25, 1945. They have two
daughters, Brenda Griffin and Sandra Sikes. One grandson, Stephen.

Best wishes for many, many more. You are true survivors.

Looking for a nice escape: Have you visited the Museum of Southern History? Located at 4304
Herschel Street. Hours are 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. Tuesday —Saturday. Group tours are available.
Rediscover the adventure of life in the, Antebellum south. Ph # 403-5595.




NAVY TRI - BASE JOB FAIR

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19", 2007 9:a.m.-2:p.m.

WHERE: Morocco Shine Center, 3800 St. Johns Bluff Road S.

CONTACT: NS Mayport, Fleet and Family Support Center, Pamela Ottesen

(904) 270-6600 Ext. 132 Not for general public!

Military-retired, retiring, spouses & family With | D cards, Transition Assistance TA
Cards,Up to 90 days after separation with DD-214. Dress for Business bring Resumes

CABANE 304:

Here we are in a real heat wave. | hope everyone is
staying as cool as is possible and keeping an eye on the
children.

Our Calendar of events includes;

September 19th “Sunday Breakfast” prepared by Barry
and Diane’s Crew

September 25th “Rendezvous” at The Chateau, 7 p.m.
September 31st  “Burn Your Own” Steak Dinner, Barry
and Diane’s Crew

Merci,

Sandy Gentry, La Presidente

VOITURE 304:

We are still making repairs and improvements inside
The Chateau. Seems it’s always something.

Remember your membership dues are very important
to support our programs.
Thursday, September 6th, Cheminot at 7 p.m. and

Are you 62 years old or more
and own your own home?
Would you like to pay off

your existing debts?
Would you like additional
monthlv income?

With a Reverse Mortgage
Your current mortgage is paid and
You can receive
a lump sum cash payment or
You can receive additional
Monthly income for life or
You can receive a Line of credit and
With a reverse mortgage
your payments are tax free and

You pay back “nothing” as long as you

live in the home and
The home remains in your name.

Promenade at 8 p.m.

Our Voiture will be doing a “Wreck” October 5 & 6,
2007. “Kangaroo Kourt” will be on Friday, October 5th at
7 p.m. We hope to see you there.

Yours in Service,
John Kelley, Chef de Gare

For information on Reverse

Mortgages and other loan services,
call Fred Bergman (904) 505-4260
e-mail Ebergman@comcast.net

JUST A NOTE

Auxiliary members: Renewal Notice’s for your 2008 dues will not be mailed to you. Please pay your
dues A.S.A.P. to qualify for the EARLY BIRD DINNER. You can drop your dues off at the Post
Lounge or mail them to (5443 San Juan Ave. Jax. FI 32210). Mark Attn: Sue Rewis, 1st Vice
President. THANKS



i CHAPLAIN’S REPORT %

The month of September brings to mind that this year is quickly passing by. Our schools have reopened so
be aware of buses and school crossings. The 15 mile per hr. speed limit for cars is highly enforced when lights
are flashing. Don’t run the red lights either. If caught and ticketed it will cost you $183.50. We would rather
have you spend that same amount of money to help out our Post.

The Post is looking great thanks to a lot of volunteers and their efforts. | cannot give these people enough
praise for the services they perform. Their contributions are what make our Legion Post so special. The next
time you have an occasion to see some of the projects they are involved in, give them a pat on the back and a
big thank you. It will certainly be appreciated.

I need to bring to your attention and | am sure many of you are already aware of the tragedy that happened
in our neighborhood a few weeks ago. A missing child... Tony Youman’s body was found in the woods not far
from our Post. This incident should serve as a reminder for all of us to always be aware of where our children
and grandchildren are and whom they are with. It is bad enough for anyone to be involved in such a loss, but it
is extremely sad when it is a child. We cannot be too careful when protecting these young people and keeping
them safe from harm. Please keep Tony’s family and their friends in your prayers.

Labor Day is coming up and once again there will be fun and good times at the Legion. Hope to see you
there.

Again it is my sad duty to list the names of the following Legionnaires who have transferred to Post

Everlasting:
| Doyle Hollingsworth Harding Morgan |

Please keep these Legionnaires and their families in your thoughts and prayers.
For God and Country,
Gene Odom, Chaplain

The Luau held Saturday August 11th was a great success
Thanks to the many volunteers who dedicated their time and efforts, each one of them deserves a real
“pat on the back”. The following is a list of names of those who worked so hard. If | have failed to list
all of them, please pardon the oversight. They all have my personal thanks for a job well done.

Tom Tercha & Laurie, John & Joann Kelley, Barry & Diane Congressi, Vivian Grant, Bud Eaton,
Ray Runyan, Bob Shupe, Sue Rewis, Betty Lomax, Jeri West. Carl Rust, Steve & Teressa, Kathy &
Ted.

In addition, a great big thank you to Byron, who donated the gift basket and Debbie Royston, who
donated many of the decorations. Last, but certainly not least, thanks to Bill Scott who provided his
services with the Karaoke set-up in the extreme heat of the day.

-- Dennis Thompson



Sons of the American Legion.

Lakeshore Squadron 137
Squadron E-mail: sonsoftheall37@aol.com
Meeting: Thursday, September 13", 7:30 p.m.

Your Sons are now meeting on Thursday at 7:30, please try and make a meeting
Your participation is not only wanted but also needed. Your Squadron at it’s last
regular meeting authorized the donation and purchase of a flag case for an American Flag
flown over Afghanistan to be mounted in the Legion Hall. This flag was donated by one of
our members serving there.

Your Squadron also voted to do our Famous S.A.L. $5.00 Roast Beef Dinner again in October.
Please watch your Bugler in October for further details.

Membership is currently at approximately 15%. Please get in and pay your dues as soon as possible.
Membership in the Sons is $35.00 over 21 years of age, $6.00 under 21 years of age and $6.00 for dual
membership. Thank you for all your support
For God, Country & Our Legion Family, Bill Kelly. Commander

GOLD STAR MOTHERS DAY
September 30th, is Gold Star Mothers Day. The only Gold Star Mother | know is Ms.
Bess Harper. A lovely lady who is ever present at the Post home helping where ever she

might be needed doing what ever she can. Hats off to a warm and caring Gold Star
Mother!

Thank you Ms. Bess.
(If there are other moms, please let me know. The Legion family wants to thank vou.)

AMERICAN LEGION RIDER’S REPORT
On July 13™ Chapter 137 of the American Legion Rider’s put on a pork chop dinner at Post 137. Over
90 dinners were served. Several Chapter members and other Volunteers were there to ensure everyone
enjoyed their meal. A breakfast was also held on July 22"

During July & August there were several rides for fun, fellowship & the good of the Chapter for the
members to take part in. All rides begin in the Post parking lot. To clarify the listing on departure
times on the bugler Calendar, Kickstands up, (KSU) we leave.

For GOD and Country, Rick Wiggs




CLUB MANAGER

The Club once again transferred $5000.00 from the Operations Account last month and
$5000.00 from the Lottery Account to the Building Fund Account, this totals year to
date $48,000.00. A big THANK YOU to everyone who has helped to make this Club so
successful this year.

The Finance Committee and the Legion Executive Committee has voted to place
a $50.00 clean up charge on the kitchen when it is not cleaned up properly after dinners. This
is similar to the charge issued by the Moon Building when the Building is not cleaned up. The
extra money will go to our cleaning staff to clean up the kitchen, which is not covered
contractually.

A Special Thanks to everyone who helped with the LUAU, on Saturday August 11, 2007.
We forwarded to the Commander the list of names of those who helped to make that event
such a success. JOB WELL DONE.

REDNECK FOLLIES NIGHT is coming Saturday September 29th, GET YOUR TICKETS
SOON!

Remember there is always something going on at your club, MONDAY BINGO,
TUESDAY DARTS, Wednesday KARAOKE, THURSDAY BOWLING, FRIDAY DINNER,
FRIDAY & SATURDAY LIVE MUSIC, SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST and AFTERNOON
FOOTBALL & NASCAR. Don't forget you can “TIKI” all weekend FRIDAY 5 TO 10 PM,
SATURDAY 1 TO 8 PM, Sunday 1 TO 8 PM with LIVE MUSIC 3 to 7 PM. COME ON OUT
AND SUPPORT YOUR CLUB.

Serving Our Members, Bill Kelly

JEROME (JERRY) CROLEY, JR.
\e\appy La bOr DaJ, REALTOR® /BROKER - SALES PERSON
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS
COLDWELL THINKING OF BUYING, SELLING OR

BANKER RELOCATING?
ANY CITY, ANY STATE, LCAN HEL P!

- 1
HAVING A GET-TOGEHER!! WALTER WILLIAMS
DO YOU NEED A SPACE? REALTY INC. bl
Contact: Mr. Bill Lomax 6983-5 103 Street -,
for information Jacksonville, FL 32210 i
about the use of (904) 703-4616 DIRECT /
or “La Chapeau et 40/8” Please \isit my web site:
CALL: 778-2116 jerrycroley.com American Legion Post 137

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Loyal Order of Moose Heet Reserve Assoc.




