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             COMMANDER’S REPORT                  
 

 Our 2008 membership renewal is fast approaching the 60 % mark. We continue to be on goal and I 
am encouraged by the response of the membership. All Legionnaires are requested to renew as soon as 
possible. Remember, you are eligible for the “Early Bird Dinner” scheduled for November 18th, only if 
you present a 2008 membership card. I hope everyone will be there on that date for a terrific dinner 
being planned by our Membership Chairman, 1st vice Eddie Dykes. Eddie and his team have been hard 
at work on securing the renewals and we should all be  proud of their efforts. 
 I’m sure everyone enjoyed the “Redneck Follies” held on September 29th.  If you didn’t attend the 
show you also missed a lot of laughs and good entertainment. The proceeds of this event will allow us to 
continue the Christmas Basket Program for those families needing assistance during the coming holiday. 
Thanks again to all those who worked so hard to make the Follies a success and a lot of fun! 
 Once again it has become necessary for me to discuss the subject of personal conduct at the Post.  
Legion Family, we all know  what is expected in the way of good and accepted behavior.  To do 
otherwise can only result in discipline, which should not be necessary.  Everyone is expected to adhere 
to the rules of conduct. The Officers and Executive Committee of this Post are continuing to try and 
build a family atmosphere at the Post and this can only be accomplished by 100% adherence to the rules. 
 Legion Family did you know? Every time you enter our club you are required to have your 
membership card, Legion, SAL, or Auxiliary, with you. The Florida Department of Alcohol Beverage 
Tobacco Law requires all members to produce on demand to a DABT Agent your membership card or 
your name to appear in our guest book with a sponsor. The next time you buzz the door be prepared to 
produce and show your membership card or be asked to sign in the guest book even if you are known as 
a member. I know none of our members would want you bring a nonmember as a guest, please 
remember, you are responsible for their conduct, buying their drinks and they must accompany you 
when you leave. They cannot be passed to another to sign them in again. I want to personally thank each 
and every one for your indulgence in this regard. 
For GOD and Country, Dennis Thompson, Commander 



ADJUTANT’S REPORT: 
 The Finance Officer’s workstation is in place and it has made a huge improvement in a crowded 
office situation. Many thanks to Tom Tercha and Larry Gilliland who made it happen.  
 The ceiling tile was replaced in the office and volunteer members repainted it and it looks much 
better. John Kelley, Joann Kelley and Norman Gentry made it happen. Many thanks to them for their 
hard work. 
 Sarah Mackesy, Eddie Dykes, Dennis Thompson and Bill Kelly have all been working very hard to 
get the membership renewals out and are putting in a lot of hours doing so. Their efforts have resulted 
in this post being ahead of the goals that have been established and they should be commended. 
 If anyone becomes knowledgeable of changes to scheduled activities during a calendar month after 
publication, we will be able to make changes on the website calendar of events on the fly.  Just let me 
know and it will be done. 
For GOD and Country 
Hal Helms, Adjutant 
 
SERVICE OFFICER’S REPORT: 
    I Assisted 12 veterans with a wide range of requests during the past month. These requests ranged 
from requesting a copy of their DD-214 to a spouse of disabled veteran needing information on 
acquiring special housing adaptations from the V.A. 
    Please insure that your family and next of kin have copies of your DD-214. This document proves 
military service. For example, in order to have a flag draped on the casket of a veteran, the funeral 
home requires a copy of their DD-214 before furnishing the flag. Recently, the families of two deceased 
vets were almost denied burial flags because of the difficulty the families had in locating the DD-214’s. 
  
Educational Opportunities for Veterans
Bal Aguila, retired USN and an academic advisor at Military Education Institute, Florida Community 
College at Jacksonville (FCCJ) would like to offer assistance to Post 137 members and families in 
earning a college degree or trade certificate at FCCJ.  We have over 200 Program of Studies available 
for you.  The college values military experience and grants college credits for military training.  FCCJ 
offers very reasonable tuition costs, and your VA educational benefits will go further than at other 
schools.  There are veteran representatives at FCCJ who will process and forward the necessary 
documents to the V.A. Office.  Please let me know how I can help you.  My email address is: 
baguila@fccj.edu, Office Phone: (904) 632-5084. 
For GOD and COUNTRY,  
Carl Jowers, Service Officer 
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REMINDER The Auxiliary Renewals were not mailed out from “National ! “ Please come in or mail in your 2008 membership renewals 
to the Aux. 1st Vice President / Membership Chairman,  ATTENTION: Sue Rewis.   Thank you. 
 
EARLY BIRD DINNER & AUXILIARY BAKE SALE  
Sunday November 18th members who have paid their 2008 dues will enjoy a delicious Early Bird Dinner. A  Bake Sale is being sponsored 
by the Auxiliary. 
For those members baking for the sale, please, have your Bake Sale donations in by 1 p.m. that day. Remember put the sale items on a 
container you do not want back. Thanks for your help.  
*************************************************************************************************** 
Many thanks are extended to the following members who worked so hard in the recent refurbishment of the business office here at our Post 
Home. House Committee members Tom Tercha and Larry Gilliland, as well as volunteers Norman Gentry, John and Joann Kelley did a 
tremendous job.  Another  workstation was assembled for use by our finance officer and the ceiling grid/tiles were worked on giving the office 
a fresh new look. We should all be proud of these folks for volunteering their time and efforts. 
-- Dennis Thompson, Commander 
  
A VETERAN…Whether active duty, retired, national guard or reserve- is someone who, at one point in his or her life, wrote a blank check 
made payable to “The United States of America”, for an amount “up to and including my life”. That is Honor. Seems there are way to many 
people in this country who no longer understand it.  (This was sent in by Frank Madigan,  Post  Employment Officer) Thank you Frank, point 
well made! 
 

CALLING ALL CREATURES, GHOST, GAUBLINS & VAMPIRES to a WEIRD MEETING. Your attendance is required at 2 p.m. Sunday 
October the 28th. 
Do not be late!!! This is a dress up affair?????//// You may bring your chauffeur.  A tour through the delightful “Haunted House” may be 
arranged. 
             Have your fortune told and make merry. SEE YOOU. Or else!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
MARINES and FRIENDS, You are invited to celebrate our beloved Corps Birthday come November 10th. Put it on your calendar. More 
information will be in the November Bugler or Contact Dennis Glisson at Post 137.

GLAD YOUR  FEELING BETTER.  It was really great to hear from Francis & to know that Bill is doing much better in 
his recovery. “Bill & Francis Williams,” you two are missed and we all look forward to seeing you both back at the Post 
soon. 

*And to everyone else who is sick or hurt all our wishes for your speedy recovery!
 
A Very Happy Birthday to our Libra members. Born September 24th through October23rd. You are known for your fairness 
and honesty. May you have many more “Happy Birthdays!”
 
Legion Family is there news or something really special coming up. Send me a note. We will share your joy with all 
our Family. GOD Bless our Military an America. Editor  



1ST VICE REPORT: 
 On September 8th, I was pleased to read in 22 new and transfer 
members. 
 Our membership is currently at 916 members and 57.1% of 
our goal has been reached. 
 We will have an increase of $2.00 added to the dues beginning 
on Oct. 1st from The Department of Florida. Please ask everyone to 
renew now before the increase.  The Post needs your help, keep it 
coming. Thanks to all who have renewed. For God and Country 
Eddie Dykes, 1st Vice Commander 
 
2ND VICE REPORT: 
 I would like to thank everyone for your participation in our 
dinners. Steak seems to be going good for Friday dinners.
 We must all keep working on membership, try and sign 
someone up.
 Come out on Fridays, eat a meal and enjoy our live 
entertainment. Every night of the week there is something going on, 
so come on out and join in the fun. It takes a lot of volunteers to 
make a Post successful. Come on out and help us out.
For God and Country
Dan Grant, 2nd Vice Commander
 
3RD VICE REPORT: 
 Don’t forget the Children’s Halloween Party on the 28th. Food, 
Fun and a “Haunted House.”  Bring your kids and have fun. 
For God and Country, 
Barry Congressi, 3rd Vice Commander 
 
4TH VICE REPORT: 
    On August 24th 2007, Members of Post 137 and Voiture 304, 40/8 
made our monthly visit to Lake City VA Hospital. The following 
members of our organizations participated; Lewis & Ann Gray, Jack 
& Connie Manning, John & Joann Kelley, Joe & Patsy Kohten, Dale 
Prewitt, and 
Joseph Gray, who represented the (SAL). 
 As always, I want to personally thank each of the above 
mentioned and very dedicated members for their support, month 
after month for our V.A.V.S. program. 
   
 
 
After having a good trip and a very good meal at a local restaurant, 
we started Bingo on time at 
7:00 p.m. at the hospital. John Kelley did an outstanding job, as 
always, calling Bingo. We had 35 patients present for the activities. 
 Refreshments were served at the close of the Bingo games by 
Post 137 Auxiliary, and Cabane 304 (40/8). We gave out $100.00 in 
cash in lieu of coupon books to the Bingo game winners. 
 The following is a breakdown of money spent and credits given 
to us for miscellaneous items: 
Refreshments: $65 –  
$30 Cabane 304 and $35 Aux. unit 137 
Books/Magazines: $500 
One set of Encyclopedia Britannica: $300 
Games/Puzzles: $1750 New Bingo balls: $75 
Clothing Items donated by Ben Williams: 
 Sport Jackets: $221 Slacks: $90     Shirts: $440 
   Note: Total credit: $3541, Total hours: 50,  
Total miles: 1,200, Gas allowance: $48 
 (2 vehicles) 
 Just for general information, our V.A.V.S visits are scheduled 
for the 4th Friday every month, except for the month of December. 

The December visit is scheduled for the first Friday of the month. 
On some occasions during the year, trips may be canceled due to 
weather, holidays, or for American Legion and /or 40/8 activities 
that are given priority. Even though we are not present on these 
occasions, bingo is still conducted by VA Hospital personnel. 
 Our next scheduled visit to Lake City VA Hospital will be 
October 26th, 2007. We will depart Post 137 at 4:00 pm. If you 
would like to donate books/magazines or other items, drop them off 
at Post 137 and mark them for V.A.V.S. Again, I would like to 
remind all Post 137 organizations to put in their donations for our 
Christmas “Ditty Bags” that we do every year for the veterans at 
Lake City VA Hospital. Thank you Ray Runyan, and Post 137 Rod 
& Pole Benders for their donation of $1000 for our Christmas 
program. 
    Remember, you can help put a smile on a veterans face. 
Yours in Service, 
Lewis Gray, 4th Vice Commander 
 



 
 
 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
 We had our regular monthly meeting September 2, 2007. 
S.A.L. Commander Bill Kelly gave a short briefing to the assembly of their goals for the coming year. With the theme of 
“Cooking it up” 
 We had 4 members and our Honorary Dept. Junior President Nola Marcantel attended Department Workshop August 18th & 

19th.  
 Our newly appointed local V.A. Chairman Nora Marcantel reported that they visited the Jacksonville V.A. clinic on August 
30th. Accompanied by Myra Jowers, they served 76 sandwiches, coffee, and bananas to the Veterans.  
 Children & Youth Chairman Diane Congressi announced that the Halloween party for the Children will be on October 28th. 
 We read in 5 new members and 1 transfer. As we know, membership is slow because there was no 1st mail out for renewals 
from National.  
 We had our regular Visit to Lake City V.A. Hospital on August 31st. and served 30 patients. Connie Manning has already 
completed our quota of 15 lap robes and is working on kit bags.  She needs more yarn. 
 We voted to continue the Monday “lite suppers” prior to Bingo.  
 We also voted to purchase 3 sets of clothing for our wounded soldiers at $150.00 a set. We are ordering 200 pocket flags to be 
sent to the soldiers, and 12 Blue star Banners for our families with relatives overseas and 3 Gold Star Banners for the families of 
those that are deceased. Please let us know if any of you have someone. 
 With the legions permission we are going to sell raffle ticket on a crochet 
American Flag approximately the size of a Queen size bed the proceeds going to the Christmas baskets for the needy. Our 
Americanism chairman Anita Lee recommended that we put a box in the Legion for donated comfort items to send to units 
overseas and we have units represented by our members to send them to. We would like the Legions permission to do this.  
 We are also having a Bake Sale at the Early Bird Dinner on November 18th. 
Come on ladies “Bake your Specialty” and have it here by 1.p.m. 
Yours in Service 
Jeri West, Unit 137 President 
 



WEBMASTER’S REPORT 
 The website has had an addition for people who use cell phones and PDAs to surf the web. It is called “Mobile Phone 
Information Center” and a link to it has been placed in the “Hot Topics” section of the start page. 
 A link was also placed in the “Hot Topics” area to a website named “freecircus.org”. This is an organization that raises funds 
to feed the needy and they are coming to Jacksonville in May of 2008. I understand admission is by food donations. Vivian 
Grant’s son-in-law, Thomas Hand of Jacksonville is responsible for the formation and management of this organization, check it 
out. 
 The calendar of Events for October is not posted on the website as of the time of this writing but I received the information 
today and it should be up by the 10th of September. 
For God and Country, 
Hal Helms, Webmaster 
 
 
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS REPORT 
 In response to National Commander, Paul Morin’s request to activate the Pony Express to help the LEGACY RUN, which 
left Indianapolis, In., on Aug.19th, I, acting as a Pony Express. Messenger, left Jacksonville, Florida on Aug. 18th and rode to 
Reno, NV., to deliver a donation. My daughter and a neighbor accompanied me.  
 We arrived in Reno on Aug. 22nd and on Aug.23rd we met the LEGACY RIDERS in Fernley, NV, to escort them into Reno. 
 The GOAL of the riders was to raise $250,000.00 for the “LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP FUND.” After a lunch at the final 
stop it was announced that over $310,000.00 had been raised. Donations from all of the Pony Express rides were given to 
Commander Morin and the total raised was over  $400,000.00.  
This was money raised by dedicated members of the American Legion Riders and all of it goes to help educate dependents of 
those killed in combat since 9/11. 
For GOD and Country, Rick Wiggs

“OO-RAH”
The 13th Commandant, General John A. Lejeune in 1921 issued Marine Corps Order 
“No. 47.” The series 1921 Order summarized the History, Mission and Tradition of the 
Corps. The Order was to be read to all Marines on November 10th. 
WHAT      Celebration of the Marine Corps 232nd Birthday Party 
WHO         Marines, Legionnaires and Legion Family members 
WHEN      November 10th 17:30 Ceremony  (5:30pm) 
WHERE   American Legion Post 137…Poolside Tiki 
SCHEDULE of EVENTS: 
16:00 Cocktail Hour and Photography 17:30 Ceremony begins. Special Guest. 
18:30 Dinner ($5.00 Donation) Buffet, Asst’d   Meats, Vege’s  and Desserts. Music and 
Poolside  Dancing. (Donations for expenses welcome) REMEMBER the MARINES. 
CELEBRATE the PAST and the PRESENT on NOVEMBER 10th 2007



CABANE 304: 
 Well it’s that time of the year again. We will have a Wreck on October 5th and 6th. The theme is The Fifties. So let’s go back a 
few years and come in your 50’s outfit. 
 Our next Rendezvous is October 23rd.  See you there! 
Merci, Sandra Gentry, La Presidente C-304 
 
VOITURE 304: 
 Again I am encouraging each Voyageur to please get your dues paid. Remember our Wreck on the 5th and 6th of October. 
Kangaroo Kourt is at 7:00 p m Friday in the Chateau. Theme – Fifties! Mark your calendars. Dec 15th is our Christmas party. 
(There will be more later on this subject.) 
Yours in Service, John Kelley, Chef de Gare 
 
Club Managers Report 
clubmanager@americanlegion137.com
 October is a fun month here at Post 137. We will be having the Lounge Halloween Party Saturday the 27th at 7:30 p.m. Get 
out your Scary Costume, grab a covered dish, and join us for fun and prizes.  We will be awarding prizes for best male, female and 
Scariest Costume. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With a Reverse Mortgage 
Your current mortgage is paid and 

You can receive 
a lump sum cash payment or 
You can receive additional 
Monthly income for life or 

You can receive a Line of credit and 
With a reverse mortgage 

your payments are tax free and 
You pay back “nothing” as long as you 

live in the home and 
The home remains in your name. 

 
For information on Reverse 
Mortgages and other loan services, 
call Fred Bergman (904) 505-4260 
e-mail Fbergman@comcast.net  

 A Big Thanks To All, for your hard work in making our Follies Night 
such a big success again. Job Well Done.
 Florida vs. Georgia Football Game Party will once again be held at 
our Tiki, on Saturday October 27th so come on out and join the fun, in 
your teams colors, at the Largest Outdoor Cocktail Party in the 
World, Westside Edition. 
 A Big Thanks To Everyone who helped make our 5th District 
Dinner such a big success.  Job Well Done.

Are you 62 years old or more 
and own your own home? 
Would you like to pay off 

your existing debts? 
Would you like additional 

monthly income?
 Remember there is always something going on in your Club. Monday is 
BINGO with a Light Supper, Tuesday is DARTS, Wednesday is 
KARAOKE, Thursday is BOWLING, Friday 5:30 p.m. is DINNER. 
Friday & Saturday 8 p.m. is LIVE MUSIC.  Saturday we have College 
FOOTBALL on big screen T.V. 
Sunday morning BREAKFAST is served 8-11 a.m., and Sunday 
afternoons are filled with NASCAR & JAGUAR FOOTBALL. 
 Now that it has cooled off, you can TIKI all weekend, weather 
permitting, Friday 5-10 p.m., Saturday 1-8 p.m. and Sunday 1to 8 p.m. 

Servicing All Our Members, Bill Kelly



 CHAPLAIN’S REPORT  
     This past summer has been a real scorcher. Hopefully October will bring some cooler temperatures. 
 The September Labor Day celebration at the Post was as usual, a good time for all who attended. Thanks to all our volunteers 
who prepared and helped serve the food. All of these ongoing projects enable our Post to lend aid to our veterans and their 
families. As the sign out front reads and is so true, “We are family”. 
 I would like to mention again one of our organizations that are a great asset to our Post. This is our Color Guard. These 
Legionnaires always put forth an extra effort to be of assistance to our veterans and their families. They are called upon often to 
perform their services at a funeral or just by representing our Post at some special event. If anyone is interested in becoming part 
of this group, any of their members will be glad to talk to you. 
 Please keep in mind our ongoing projects such as Bingo, Dinners, and other fund raising activities. Our Post needs all of the 
support you as members can give. 
    It is again my sad duty to list the names of the following Legionnaires who have transferred to Post Everlasting: 
  

Joseph Al Branning   John W. Ellis      James B. Kenner   
 
 
Please keep these Legionnaires and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 
For God and Country, Gene Odom, Chaplain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Auxiliary V.A.V.S. Report 
 I would like to say a big “Thank You” to the “Rod & Pole Benders” for their very generous donation to this important 
program. As of this date, they are the only organization that has made a donation. 
 This is the time of the year that I really need everyone to make donations. I only have 2 months left to gather all these needed 
items.  
 I’m about ready to turn this job over to someone else because I’m getting tired of having to beg for donations to support this 
most important of all our programs. Our Veterans should be first on everyone’s list.  
 So please get your donations to me as soon as possible. Personal donations are also welcome. Thanks to John and Ardale 
Shannon for their donation. Thanks to Bob Shupe for the toothbrushes again this year. 
 If you have any questions about what is needed or how you can help, you can contact me at 778-9598 after 5:00 p/m. Yours in 
Service, Ann Gray, V.A.V.S Rep. 



Sons of the American Legion 
Lakeshore Squadron 137 

Squadron E-mail: sonsoftheal137@aol.com
Meeting:  Thursday, October 11th, 7:30 p.m. 

 Your Sons are currently “Cooking Up Membership at 25%.”  Last month we made our Feeding Membership theme 
presentation to the Legion General Assembly and the Auxiliary Assembly. The Detachment of Florida has rewards again this year 
for members who renew 4 members and sign up 4 new members. Thanks to both the Post and the Unit for allowing us time to do 
so.  If you haven’t renewed your 2008 membership, Please, Do So. We would like to make 100% as soon as possible.  Remember 
lets keep Feeding Membership by “Cooking it Up.” 
 October is Fall Conference Month. We will be representing you at the American Legion Fall Conference in Orlando Florida 
October 18th thru the 21st. The Detachment of Florida will once again be throwing the Juniors Pizza Party Saturday October 20th. 
Please encourage all Junior Girls and S.A.L. Boys to attend the Conference. Come on down for an evening of fun and food. See 
you there! 
 A big Thanks to Ann Gray for resurrecting the “Sons” Sandwich Program almost single-handed. This in the past has been our 
primary fundraiser and she has done a great job with fantastic sandwiches. Job Well Done. 
 Don’t forget the Sons will be doing their Famous $ 5.00 ROAST BEEF DINNER on Friday October 12th. Dinner will include 
Roast Beef & au jus, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy with Green Beans and a Roll all for $ 5.00. Don’t be late; we will only have about 
140 dinners. 
For God, Country and Our Legion Family, 
Squadron Commander Bill Kelly 

 

POST 137 BUS TRIP  
PLANS ARE WELL UNDERWAY FOR A FALL BUS TRIP, WHICH IS SCHEDULED 
FOR SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2007.  THE COMFORTABLE CHARTERED BUS 
WILL DEPART POST 137 AT 9:00AM AND IS SCHEDULED TO RETURN THAT 
EVENING AT APPROXIMATELY 7:00 PM.  WE ARE PLANNING VISITS TO 
PINECASTLE 286 IN ORLANDO AND HOLLY HILLS 120 (NORTH DAYTONA).  
THEY HAVE BEEN FORWARNED OF OUR PENDING VISIT AND ASSURE US 
THEY WILL BE WELL PREPARED.  COST OF THE TRIP WILL BE $25, WHICH 
WILL INCLUDE BEER, ICE, CUPS AND LIGHT LUNCHES WILL BE PROVIDED AT 
THE POST WE ARE VISITING. 
Seats are limited.  If you are interested in taking this trip:  Please Contact 
Eddie or Carol Dykes 



 
Club Managers Report 

clubmanager@americanlegion137.com
 October is a fun month here at Post 137. We will be having the Lounge Halloween Party Saturday the 27th at 7:30 p.m. Get 
out your Scary Costume, grab a covered dish, and join us for fun and prizes.  We will be awarding prizes for best male, female and 
Scariest Costume. 
 A Big Thanks To All, for your hard work in making our Follies Night such a big success again. Job Well Done.
 Florida vs. Georgia Football Game Party will once again be held at our Tiki, on Saturday October 27th so come on out and join 
the fun, in your teams colors, at the Largest Outdoor Cocktail Party in the World, Westside Edition. 
 A Big Thanks To Everyone who helped make our 5th District Dinner such a big success.  Job Well Done.
 Remember there is always something going on in your Club. Monday is BINGO with a Light Supper, Tuesday is DARTS, 
Wednesday is KARAOKE, Thursday is BOWLING, Friday 5:30 p.m. is DINNER. Friday & Saturday 8 p.m. is LIVE MUSIC.  
Saturday we have College FOOTBALL on big screen T.V. 
Sunday morning BREAKFAST is served 8-11 a.m., and Sunday afternoons are filled with NASCAR & JAGUAR FOOTBALL. 
 Now that it has cooled off, you can TIKI all weekend, weather permitting, Friday 5-10 p.m., Saturday 1-8 p.m. and Sunday 
1to 8 p.m. 
Servicing All Our Members, 
Bill Kelly 
 

JEROME (JERRY) CROLEY, JR.
REALTOR® /BROKER - SALES PERSON

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS
THINKING OF BUYING, SELLING OR
RELOCATING?

ANY CITY, ANY STATE, I CAN HELP!

WALTER WILLIAMS
REALTY INC.

6983-5 103rd Street
Jacksonville, FL 32210
(904) 703-4616 DIRECT
(877) 482-4575 TOLL FREE

Please visit my web site:
jerrycroley.com American Legion Post 137

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Loyal Order of Moose Fleet Reserve Assoc.

COLDWELL
BANKER

 

HAVING A GET-TOGEHER!! 
DO YOU NEED A SPACE? 

Contact:  Mr. Bill Lomax 
for information 

about the use of 
the “MOON BLDG” 

or “La Chapeau et 40/8” 
CALL: 778-2116
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