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COMMANDER'’S REPORT

Legionnaires, | am most pleased to have been re-elected Post Commander for the year 2007-2008.
The confidence you have placed in me is personally very gratifying. | can assure each and every one of you
I will continue to do my absolute best for the good of Lakeshore Post 137 and all of the Legion Family
members.

Congratulations are to be extended to all of the Officers and Executive Committee members who
were re-elected as well as to all of those who are newly elected. | look forward to working with each and
every one of them in seeing that Lakeshore Post 137 can and will be the best in this District, Area, State and
Nation. In this connection, as my theme for this Legion Year, | propose to adopt “Post 137, Second to
None”. I would also like to extend a personal thank you to those who served this past year and will no
longer be officers for the coming year. They include John Kelley, B. J. Manly, John Panko and Norman
Gentry. These Legionnaires have been an inspiration to me by virtue of their dedication and length of
service to Post 137. In addition, their sound advice and guidance to this Commander during the past year
was very much appreciated.

I want to compliment Fred Bergman for a “job well done”. Fred has been by my side through
thick and thin this past year both as Post Adjutant and as the Service Officer. He has been dependable and
un-tiring in his efforts to see that Post 137 prospered. Due to pressing personal job requirements Fred has
decided to relinquish these two appointed positions. Thanks Fred for doing the great job you have done.
Fred has been an “Extraordinaire Fist Sergeant” and I can assure him I will never forget it!

I want to express a huge thank you to our Post Judge Advocate, Jerry Lepore. This individual
helped me enormously with many aspects of the Post operation, particularly with issues concerning the By-
Laws, House Rules and conduct. His advice and in-sight as a Past Commander of the Post have been
invaluable to me. Jerry has agreed to serve another year in this appointed position and I look forward to
again working with him.

Last but not least, | wish to express my gratitude to Bill Kelly our Club Manager. Bill has
managed in a very short period of time to do a great job in his position. We have worked well together in
getting complete accountability for the Club Operations side of the Legion. This has been done with a great
deal of effort, through integrity and with Bill’s total commitment to Post 137. In addition, we have been
able to have a sense of humor while solving the everyday problems associated with the operation by always
asking “are we having fun yet”?

New appointments for Post Adjutant, Service Officer and Committees will be made in the very
near future. Meanwhile, let us remember, “Enthusiasm really is Contagious” and it will continue for the
Legion Year 2007-2008 here at Post 137.

For GOD and Country, Dennis Thompson, Commander



2007-08 LEGION OFFICERS Executive Committee
Commander Dennis Thompson Emory Austin

1% Vice John English Carl Jowers

2" Vice Danny Grant Bill Lomax

3" Vice Barry Congressi Bob Shupe

4" Vice Lewis Gray Tom Tercha

Finance Myra Jowers
Chaplain Gene Odom
Historian Rick Wiggs
Sgt-at-Arms  Raymond Runyan
Sgt-at-Arms  Bob McVeigh

Congratulations to the 2007-08 Officers and Executive Committee Members.

POLICE & FIRE APPRECIATION DINNER

On Saturday, May 5™ the Legion & Auxiliary hosted the 10" Annual Police & Fire Appreciation Dinner. This
event has grown from serving 87 Police and Firemen the first year, to serving over 400 from the Police & Fire
Department personnel this year. We were honored to have Sheriff Rutherford and the Police Officer of the year
in attendance, and a representative from the Fire Department to receive the award for the Fireman of the Year.
A special honor this year was to have the family of Deceased Officer James Moon ( who the Moon Building
was named in honor of ) attend the dinner. It was nice to get to know this family.

The Dinner would not be the major success it is without the help of so many Legion & Auxiliary members. For
fear of not mentioning someone, | want to give my heartfelt thanks to all 30 plus who volunteered for this
noteworthy cause. | hope each of you realize just how important your efforts were in running both kitchens, for
they were really hopping all day. We started arriving at 8;30 am and left about 8:30 pm. Some stayed all day,
but we appreciate all who helped in any way for any time period. The same goes for the delicious desserts that
so many of you provided. You were very generous and there was such a terrific variety available. We heard
many compliments on how good they were | have received some really nice THANK YOU’S from both the
Police & Fire Departments expressing their thanks to the Legion & Auxiliary for such a caring and awesome
event for them. Many stated they did not know we did things like this.

My sincere “THANKS” for all you did to help recognize and honor these men and women who risk their life to
protect and serve us. You’ve been there and done that (or you are related to someone who has) so you realize
how nice it is to be told THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO!

Vera Stevens, Chairman




1°TVICE REPORT:
GREETINGS! At the June 9" meeting 17 new members were read in. Renewals 9 and transfers 8. Outstanding!
Enthusiasm is contagious.

With the 4™ of July activities coming up | encourage you to invite friends to come out and celebrate with us. Who
knows, some of their names may be read in at the next meeting on July 14™?

We have had a very successful year during 2006-07. Goals were met and membership has grown. | am looking
forward to serving you and the Post in 2007-08.

“Thank You” for voting for me.

For GOD and COUNTRY,
John English

2"°VICE REPORT:

JULY 4™ Our Country’s Birthday. A time to celebrate our good fortune and the joy of being an American. Pull out
“OLE GLORY” and fly her high and proud. If she is tattered replace her and get a new one. Then bring the old flag to the
Post and let us give her a proper retirement. Do not throw it in the garbage! The Post has a really wonderful day planned
for you and your family. Come have a fun day. We will be LOOKING for you.

For GOD and COUNTRY,

Danny Grant, 2™ Vice

3%° VICE REPORT:

I'm back for another year. Thanks for having faith in me.

Children and Youth will host the Legion Breakfast on July 1. On the 4th, we will host the games and contests for the
children at the swimming pool. There will be swimming contests, sack races and watermelon eating contests. The Rod and
Pole club will be doing the cooking in the screen room with the usual hamburgers, hot dogs and fish sandwiches. Come
one, come all. Let's enjoy our nation’s birthday, The Fourth Of July!!!

For God and Country,
Barry Congressi, 3 Vice Commander

4™ VICE REPORT:

The following dedicated members of Post 137 and Voiture 304 participated in the Lake City, V.A.Hospital, visit on
May 25™, 2007. Lewis & Ann Gray, Norman & Sandy Gentry, Carl & Myra Jowers, Jack & Connie Manning, John &
JoAnn Kelley, Joe & Patsy Kohten & Dale Prewitt. As you can see, we had a very good turnout for this months visit.
Thanks to John K. for calling BINGO.

We departed Post 137 at 4 pm, arrived at Lake City a little after 5 pm. We ate dinner at Beef O’Brady’s. We started
Bingo on time at 7 pm. We had 30 patients present for the activities. We returned to Jacksonville around 9 pm.

Refreshments were served at the close of the Bingo Games by Post 137 Aux. and Cabane 304. The following is a
breakdown of money spent and credits given to Post 137 and Voiture 304 (40/8).

REFRESHMENTS; $65.00, Credits- Aux. Unit 137 $35.00 and Cabane 304 $30.00, BOOKS & MAGAZINES $1,000.00,
GAMES & PUZZLES $50.00, COUPON BOOKS $100.00. Total credit $1,215.00, Total hours 65, Total miles 1,573,
Gas allowance for 4 vehicles, $48.00.

If you would like to participate in our V.A.V.S. program or need a ride let me know. Our next scheduled visit will be
July 27" 2007. We can always use your help as a V.A.V.S. Volunteer. Remember it’s the 4" Friday of every month. We
look forward to seeing you at our next visit.

Yours in Service,
Lewis Gray, 4" Vice




AMERICAN LEGION POST 137 VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH

AMERICAN LEGION, SONS OF THE LEGION & AUXILIARY UNIT

The “Motley Crew” who are all Legion Family Members, were up to the task and “stepped up to the plate” recently on the
weekend of Friday and Sunday, June 8" and 10", by providing the help needed to sponsor both the dinner and breakfast
scheduled by our Steering Committee. This loose knit organization did a splendid job and donated all the proceeds
toward the Post Christmas Basket Program. Their dedication to Post 137 and community spirit they exhibited are to be
commended. They all have a good time no matter what the cause and have my thanks for doing a great job when called
upon by their Commander.

-- Dennis Thompson, Commander

PRESIDENT'S REPORT:

We had our regular Thursday General Meeting on June 7th starting at 7:30 pm. | am sure that we had a record
attendance. We had a little problem keeping them all in the hall until the election was completed. The rule is when the
election begins no one is to leave the hall until all voting is completed. | am sure some of you did not know this. But |
would like to “Thank” everyone that did attend and hope to see you back the first Thursday in August, when we resume
our meetings. We did have a few committee reports. Children & Youth Chairman Diane C. reported that she, Joann K,
and Vera & Amanda S. (5th District President) delivered 6 Spinoza Bears to Ronald McDonald House. The Poppy Drive
has been closed with the report being forwarded to the Department of Florida with a check for their percentage enclosed.

Chaplain Nora M. held our Annual Memorial Service for our departed members, Joan Eagerton, Nadine T. Ellis,
Betty Lucille Busbee Lamb and Lee Schwartz. They will be greatly missed.

We did vote not to do the Monday “Lite Dinners” before Bingo during July as there is no meeting in July. We also
voted to pay the total cost of replacing the American Legion Post 137 flag, poles, etc.

Then we went on with elections: The Officers for the years 2007-2008 are as follows; President Geraldine, Jeri, West,
1st Vice Sue Rewis, 2nd Vice Beverly English, Secretary Anita Lee, Treasurer Betty Loma, Chaplain Nora
Marcantel, Historian Susan Sorrel,

Sgt-at-Arms Sandra Gentry, Asst. Sgt-at-Arms Sheryl Gentry

Executive Committee; Emma La France, Janice Lane, Barbara Miles & Vera Stevens.

Thank You, Jeri West, President

CLASSES FOR BOATING MAINTENANCE AND SAFETY

We are pleased to announce that SAL member Earl Stillwell has offered to begin boating classes at Lakeshore Post
137 in August. These classes will be 1* come 1°* serve basis & will involve teaching minor boat maintenance & all aspects
of boating safety.

Scheduling of classes will depend on interest shown. Earl is offering his skills on a donation basis. 50% of this will go
towards the Christmas Baskets Program.

We have the facilities to accommodate those attending the classes of maintenance & safety with demonstration boats
& dock facilities. Members & family can sign-up anytime on a bulletin board here at the Post. Scheduling will be
announced in the August Bugler.
Dennis Thompson, Commander




T CHAPLAIN’S REPORT %X

Hope all of our Dads had an enjoyable Fathers Day.

Our Post Elections were held in June. Congratulations to all of our newly elected officers. No job held by
any of our officers does not come without responsibility to serve our Post and its members to the best of their
ability. They need our members support to carry on the dedicated work that they do always for the betterment
of our Post. Our officers are well prepared to serving you during the coming year. Your input and suggestions
are always welcomed. Thanks to everyone who voted.

Your continued support of our dinners, lounge and other fund raising projects is needed and appreciated.
Come on out and enjoy the fun and fellowship as often as you can.

As always it is my sad duty to report to our members the following legionnaires who have transferred to
POST EVERLASTING.

JOHN M. CORDEIRO, ROBERT C. DEMPSEY

JOHN FREDRICKSON

Please keep these Legionnaires and their families in your thoughts and prayers.
For GOD and COUNTRY, Gene Odom, Chaplain

POST ADVOCATE:

I want to say “Thank You” to the following individuals who served as Pole Watchers during the Elections. They are,
Sarah Mackesy, Fred Bergman, Gary LaFrance, Roger Malo, Jerry Kiel, Thomas Derting, Larry Gilliland, Jack Little,
Jerry Crowley, Bill Johnson and Norman Gentry. Without your help, the Election would not have gone as smoothly as it
did. Thanks again for all of your help.

Sincerely, Jerry Lepore, Advocate

HISTORIAN'S REPORT:

On May 28" services were held at the downtown Veterans Memorial to celebrate Memorial Day. Various Veterans
Groups and Speakers were present. Wreaths were laid at the wall by family members of the 10 new names, which were
added to the wall. The Patriot Guard was invited to come over and stand a silent watch over the activities.

On June 2" the Honor Air trip to Washington D.C. was held. The only problem was the rain, which caused the
motorcycle escort ride to be canceled. At Orange Park High School 100 WWII Veterans boarded the busses and were
taken to JIA and flown to Washington. It was reported that the Veterans were very touched by the show of support. | have
learned that a 2™ trip is planned for October 6™. They are hoping to do two trips a year. Again 100 Veterans will be taken
to visit their Memorial in Washington.

Any WWII Veteran may apply at www.firstcoasthonorair.com or contact the Post Historian, Rick Wiggs, for an
application to mail in.

For God and Country, Rick Wiggs




Sons of the American Legion
Lakeshore Squadron 137
sonsoftheall37@aol.com

Meeting Saturday, July 14", 12 Noon

Your Sons finished another Legion Year with Membership at 101% and 240 Members, the Largest
Squadron in the 5th District and the 3rd Largest Squadron in the State of Florida. Thank you to
everyone in the Legion Family who made this year such a success. Job Well Done.

July is Convention Month, we will be representing Squadron 137 at the American Legion State
Convention July 5th thru the 8th at the Rosen Hotel in Orlando, Fl. Hopefully we will be bring home
some more awards for all of your hard work.

Your Sons finished the year with donations to Shriner's Circus Fund of $720.00 entitling over 80 of
our members and their children to attend the Shrine Circus. The Squadron once again sponsored the
Boys State Program by donating $200.00 for spending money on their trip to Tallahassee.

The Squadron Elections for the Legion Year 2007-2008 took place June 9th at the regular
scheduled meeting. The list of officers is as follows, Commander Bill Kelly, Vice Commander, Craig
Brown, Sergeant at Arms Jonathan Cooke, Squadron Adjutant Hal Helms, and Squadron Advisor
Dennis Thompson.

For God, Country, and Our Legion Family
Commander Bill Kelly

ANNUAL

V.A\V.S. REPORT
Total hours 9275
Total Miles 22,052
Coupon Books $1,000.00
Refreshments $654.00
Items Donated, Books/Magazines,

DVD’s Etc. Christmas Ditty Bags
& other restricted items.

Total Dollar Credit for 2006-07 MARRIAGES PERFORMED
May 06 through April 07 V.A.V.S. L. A. HARDEE -- Notary Public
Program. $11,976.95 904-403-5595

Lewis E. Gray, Will travel NE Florida

4™ VVice Commander




CLUB MANAGER

The month of July starts off with a Bang so come on out and support your Post and Celebrate Independence
Day July 4™, Rod & Pole will be doing Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, and Fish by the Pool from 11AM to 3PM,
The G-Men will play from 12-4PM, Karaoke Inside from 1PM to ?, Ann Gray will be serving BBQ Chicken
from the Kitchen at 3PM and our Tiki will be serving all day.

The Canteen Operations transferred another $5000.00 from May’s profits to the Legion Building Fund in
June, year to date Operations has transferred $31000.00 total. Thanks to everyone for all your hard work --
making our Post the place to be.

The TIKI now features Live Music Sunday afternoon from 3 to 7PM. Come on out and listen to Garrett Slay
from the G-Men entertain you.

Remember there is always something going on at your Legion Post, MONDAY is BINGO, TUESDAY is
DARTS, WEDNESDAY is KARAOKE, THURSDAY is BOWLING, FRIDAY is DINNER, FRIDAY &
SATURDAY is LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, SUNDAY is BREAKFAST & NASCAR, and you can TIKI,
FRIDAY 5 to 10PM, SATURDAY 1 to 8PM, SUNDAY 1 to 8PM with LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 3 to 7PM.
-- Bill Kelly

*i‘z
w

JEROME (JERRY) CROLEY, JR.

HAVING A GET-TOGEHER!! REALTOR® /BROKER - SALES PERSON
DO YOU NEED A SPACE? COLDWELL 'I?I(il\YNOlI\JlGOF BUYINGEOSI\EELLING(I)SR
Contact: Mr. Bill Lomax '
RE_OCATING?
for information BANKER ANY CITY, ANY STATE, | CAN HEL P!

about the use of

the “MOON BLDG”
or “La Chapeau et 40/8” WAL TER WILLIAMS

REALTY INC.
CALL: 778-2116 6983-5 103 Street
Jacksonville, FL 32210
(904) 703-4616 DIRECT
(877) 482-4575 TOLL FREE

Please visit my web site:

jerrycroley.com Anerican Legion Post 137
Veterans of Foreign Wars

Loyal Order of Moose Heet Reserve Assoc.




CABANE 304:
Thank you to Cabane for allowing me to serve you for the coming year. We start with a busy July. I hope all
Cabane members will join us for all our activities.

July 4" “B.B.Q. Dinner” by Ann’s crew.

July 6™ “Chicken Parmesan Dinner” by Barry & Dianne’s crew.
July 24™ Rendezvous starts at 7 pm. Please come at 6 pm for adjustment and social time.

2007-08 Cabane 304 Officers
La Presidente; Sandra Gentry
La Conducteur; Mary Ann Odom

La Commisaire Intendente; Connie Manning

La Avocat; Carol Tarr
Merci, Sandra Gentry

VOITURE 304:

As your new Chef de Gare | want to
thank you for the honor to serve you. We
have some important projects that must
be completed at the Chateau, and lots of
work to further our 40/8 programs for the
coming year.

A great big MERCI for the great job
our 40/8 Color Guard did at the Grande
Promenade in Ocala.

Cabane 304 will host a “chicken
Dinner” (Barry C. is doing the cooking)
on Friday July 6". Please suE)port us.
Remember Thursday July 5" Cheminot 7
pm and Promenade 8 pm.

Yours in service, John Kelley,
Chef de Gare

La Sous Presidente; Betty Lomax
La Correspondante; Anita Lee

La ‘Aumonier; Ann Gray

La Garde de la Porte; Vivian Grant

Are you 62 years old or more
and own your own home?
Would you like to pay off

your existing debts?
Would you like additional
monthlv income?

With a Reverse Mortgage
Your current mortgage is paid and
You can receive
a lump sum cash payment or
You can receive additional
Monthly income for life or
You can receive a Line of credit and
With a reverse mortgage
your payments are tax free and
You pay back “nothing” as long as you
live in the home and
The home remains in your name.

For information on Reverse
Mortgages and other loan services,
call Fred Bergman (904) 505-4260
e-mail Fbergman@comcast.net




AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS REPORT:

Rain fell and the sky was dark with clouds but it would not taint the glory of this day. On June 2™ 15T Coast
Honor Air, as part of the national program, transported 100 WWII1 Veterans to Washington D.C. to visit the
Memorial erected in their honor. After a brief ceremony at Orange Park High School the Veterans boarded
busses for a police escorted trip to the Jacksonville International Airport. A small group of motorcycles was
allowed to ride along. | was fortunate enough to be part of that group. As we left the high school people lined
the street for several blocks. Some were under umbrellas others stood in the rain. All were there to wave and
cheer for the Veterans. Two fire trucks were brought out to the runway and when the plane left it departed
through an archway of water.

For GOD and COUNTRY, Rick Wiggs

1ST

POST 137 HONOR ROLL STUDENTS
Ashley Lane and Jack Lane...... Trinity Christian Academy, Jax., FL

Courtney Odom.................... Douglas Anderson, Jax., FL

Nola Marcantel..................... First Coast Christian School, Jax., FL

Maria Masciello .................. Jefferson Middle School, Winston Salem, N.C.
Nicholas Masciello............... Mount Tabor High School, Winston Salem, N.C.
James Shupe.............c.oeeve Paxton School for Advanced Studies, Jax., FL

To all the students who passed into the next grade, we are very proud of you, keep up the good work and let me
know how you are doing. HAPPY SUMMER.
P.S. Any more Honor Roll Students, Please let me know. Editor

AUX. CHILDREN & YOUTH REPORT:

On June 6th, myself, Diane Congressi, Joann Kelly, Vera Stevens and the Fifth District President, Amanda
Stevens, visited Ronald McDonald House. We presented 7 Spinoza Bears to the staff for terminally ill children.
They were most appreciative. The bears will make some ill children feel better. We also gave them 3 bags of
pop tops for their recycling program. Jo Ann and | were given a tour of the facility. We came away very
impressed both by the facility and the good they do.

Diane Congressi

Auxiliary C&Y Chairman




ANNOUNCEMENTS

S
CELEBRATE AMERICA’S BIRTHDAY JULY 4™

Your Post has it all: For a great day of Food, Fun, Music, Karaoke, Swimming and Games. Load up the

vehicle and come join in. You will have a BLAST !

To all the members serving the Post for 2007-2008, Congratulations and good luck.
Without members volunteering to take on jobs, there would not be an American Legion
Family. You are the backbone the heart and the brain that makes things happen. Thanks

BINGO PLAYERS REMEMBER no “lite Dinners” in July. Check Bugler for August.

While having summer fun please DON’T BE A LITTER BUG! LOOK how long it takes for stuff to go away!
Styrofoam-never, Aluminum-80/100 yrs, Plastic Bags-10/20 yrs, Plastic coated cartons-5 yrs, Cigarette butts-
10/12 yrs, leather shoes-25/40 yrs, Paper2/5 mos. Love our Country, Save the Environment. Pass on the Beauty
we all enjoy.

FIFTH DISTRICT OFFICERS for 2007-2008
Commander John “Sean” Compton and President Sylvia Curnutte, Best Wishes to both.

Due to the resignation of the 1°T VICE Commander, During the August General Meeting a Special Election will

be held to fill the open Position. Dennis Thompson, Commander.

SOCKS FOR HOMELESS VETERANS is really taking off. YOU have brought in three big trash bags full.
But Folks, there are about 8,000 Vets out there. My little car will hold more. Winter will be here before we
know it. If you haven’t brought your package of socks in yet, PLEASE do. The office will hold them for me.
Ray R, Yvonne M, Grace Mc C, Sylvia G, Carl & Myra J, John P, John & Beverly E, others unknown, Thank
you very much. August 4th is fast approaching. PLEASE DIG DEEP..........

Thank You Mr. Speedy for all those Buglers you so consistently fold, Crew Chief, Sylvia. Welcome to all the
new crewmembers that have joined us, Roger, Rodney, Elsa, and Brigete. To the reqular Crew, “You are so
Special”. Thank You.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to everyone born June 22 through July 23™. You are lovingly known as the CRAB. Hope
your day is exceedingly wonderful and many more to come.

Now if you happen to be ill, TAKE CARE and be VERY GOOD to YOURSELF.

Barbara, hope your leg is much better soon. “Til next time” Editor
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